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' GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
& (Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December2023

The directors present their annual report and the statutory financial statements for the year ended
31 December 2023.

The financial statements are prepared in accordance with:

e Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice
applicable to charities preparing their financial statements in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (Charities
SORP - FRS 102);

e The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland
(FRS 102); and

e Irish statute comprising the Companies Act 2014.

The Directors' Report contains the information required to be provided in the Trustees' Annual Report
under the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) guidelines. The directors of the company are
also charity trustees for the purpose of charity law and under the company's constitution are known as
members of the Board of Directors.

In this report the directors of Green Foundation Ireland Company Limited by Guarantee ("Green
Foundation Ireland"” or "GFI") present a summary of its purpose, governance, activities,
achievements and finances for the financial year ended 31 December 2023.

VISION, MISSION, VALUES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

Vision
Our vision is for a future where humans live on planet earth sustainably and in harmony with the
natural world.

Mission
Our mission is to share knowledge that is based on science and scientific research about:

e how the natural environment provides all the essentials without which humans could
not survive, for example, air, water, the sun, the wind, soil, plants, minerals, the climate,
biodiversity, and sources for energy;

e how to live within planetary limits by reconciling. and regulating economic and
commercial interests with protection of the natural world.

Values
Our values:

e Inclusiveness — we work hard to be truly inclusive in all aspects of our activities.

e Accountable — we are accountable to our funders and the public, and to anybody else
with an interest in our activities.

e Collaborative — we work in a collegial manner with our members and stakeholders.



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

VISION, MISSION, VALUES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY (Continued)

Objectives

GFI has a vision of sustainable transformation that will give Ireland a leading role in responding to
the environmental challenges of the 21st century, creating prosperity for people, protecting Irish
wildlife and their habitats, and enabling a resilient response to climate change.

Strategy
Under our current Strategic Plan, GFl aims to achieve this vision by:

o educating and informing the public about how environmental challenges such as
climate change, loss of biodiversity and environmental degradation impact on all of
us in Ireland;

o generating public support for a sustainable society and economy that provides
prosperity for people, protects Irish wildlife and habitats and enables a resilient
response to climate change;

e supporting the transition to a low-carbon society and a green energy transition on
an all-island basis.

To do this effectively, GFI delivers educational programmes and events including seminars and
summer schools, works in community partnerships on practical and effective projects supporting
smart, sustainable and resilient European economies, engages with the arts and sciences to create a
new environmental narrative, and collaborates with like-minded local, national and international
communities and organisations.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Structure

Green Foundation Ireland, which was founded in 2012, is a company incorporated under the
Companies Act 2014 and is limited by guarantee. The governance of Green Foundation Ireland is
conducted in accordance with its Constitution. The company is exempt from using the word
"Limited" under Section 1180 of the Companies Act 2014.

Green Foundation Ireland is governed and directed by a voluntary Board which comprises people
with varied backgrounds and skill sets. Its function is to provide leadership, develop strategy,
formulate effective policies and oversee their implementation, ensure good governance and
financial control. The Board is provided with regular financial and operational information. In
between Board meetings, the Management Team oversees the activities of GFi.

Governance

The company has filed all relevant documentation with the Regulators of the Companies
Registration Office, the Charities Regulatory Authority and the Revenue Commissioners. The Board's
commitment to governance is reflected in the emphasis on transparency, accountability,
effectiveness and on value for money in all aspects of its work.
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w  (Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT (Continued)

Management
The Board reviews the annual budget and receives regular updates between actual performance
and budget.

The Board has determined a formal schedule of matters for which its approval is specifically
required including the use of the company seal.

The Board of Green Foundation Ireland met on three occasions during the financial year. The agenda
for each meeting contains a requirement for a formal disclosure by each director of any conflict of
interest or loyalty on any matter noted on the agenda. The agenda for Board meetings will typically
include: review of latest detailed management accounts; Management Team's report on activities
including progress report on strategic plan targets; updates from Board Sub-Committee; review on a
rotational basis of the top 5 risks from the Risk Register; and correspondence addressed to the
Board and all correspondence on legal matters.

Composition of the Board and Board Appointments Process ,
There are currently eight members of the Board of Directors who are drawn from a broad range of
backgrounds. -

Directors are appointed for a term of three years at the end of which they may seek re-election at
the annual general meeting.

The Board reviews applications for Board membership.

Newly appointed Board members participate in an induction programme which outlines their roles
and responsibilities as a Board member.

Committees of the Board and Terms of Reference

There is one sub-committee of the Board — the Education Sub-Committee, which was appointed by
the Board to assist in the planning of educational events. This Sub-Committee meets as is necessary
to deal with ongoing projects.

Profiles of the Board Members and Management Team
The profiles of Board members and management team are available on the company's website at
www.greenfoundationireland.ie.

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY AND BUSINESS REVIEW

The principal activity of the company is to aim to create understanding of how climate change and
environmental degradation impacts negatively on people's lives, in Ireland and elsewhere. The
company promotes education and research in areas of ecology, biodiversity, climate change and
ecological sustainability and promulgates this information for the benefit of the community using all
media formats.



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR

We held the following 15 events during 2023, with seminars, talks, walks, webinars and hands-on:
events:

Ponds for Farms and Communities, Step by Step
Book Launch, "Reconnecting with B6ll — An Irish Journey"
SDGs 2023 - Untapped Potential

Wild is Wonderful

The Journey So Far

Bat and Bird Box Building 2023

Biodiversity Actions Everyone Can Take

Bat Walk

Bird and Bat Box Building 2023

Greening the Narrative

Ocean Activism

Coral Reef Time Machine

Antibiotics in Surface Waters

Pocket Forests

Ocean Warming and Marine Biodiversity

As always at our events, including those held online, time ‘was allowed to have discussion and
interaction between the attendees and the panel of speakers at all of these events which will no
doubt lead to important impacts for the wider community.

Details of all these events (including reports, videos and photographs where appropriate), as well as
our events held in previous years, are available on the Events Section of our website here.

Following on from the organisation of a visit made during 2022 by Jan Philipp Albrecht (the co-
president of the Heinrich Boll Foundation in Germany) and René Bo&ll (son of Heinrich Béll) to
Ireland, which took in the University. of Limerick, the Heinrich Boll Cottage in Achill, Belfast, and
Dublin and which resulted in the publication of a booklet by GFl "Reconnecting with B6Ill — An Irish
Journey” late in 2022, the booklet was officially launched in the Mansion House by Dublin's Lord
Mayor, Caroline Conroy. We look forward to future collaboration with the Heinrich Béll Foundation.

On 21 June 2023, we were delighted when two environmental activists — Duncan Stewart (a Board
member and former chair of GFl) and Greta Thunberg (the world's most prominent global climate
campaigrer of our time) — were awarded the Honorary Freedom of the City of Dublin, the highest
honour that can be bestowed by Dublin City.

During 2023, we had our module on Soils and Soil Stewardship for Transition Year Students
translated into Ukrainian which we then distributed nationally to all Transition Year Co-Ordinators in
Secondary Schools. There was very good feedback from the Co-Ordinators and we hope to extend
this project in the future.

Education is key to empowering young people to make a difference in their world and education is
central to creating the changes needed for sustainable development to become a reality which has
the potential to benefit all of society.

-6 -
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DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR (Continued)

GFl uses the Eco Eye series as a teaching and learning platform for ESD by indexing and in other
ways making individual programmes more accessible in short bites. All available episodes can be
found on our website, courtesy of Duncan Stewart.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of our Board and Management
Team, as well as to all our supporters, who have all contributed so much to our successful year on a
voluntary basis. We are looking forward to the challenges that the coming year will bring.

Our Annual Report on Activities for the year is set out on pages 25 to 69.

RESULTS AND FINANCIAL REVIEW

The results for the financial year are set out on page 15 and additional notes are provided showing
income and expenditure in greater detail.

RESERVES POSITION AND POLICY

Total reserves at the end of the financial year were €41,911 (2022: €33,879).

The directors review the level of unrestricted reserves to be held in conjunction with its annual
budget. The Board aims to maintain its total unrestricted reserves level at six months office
operating costs and also allow for unexpected funding shortfalls.

PRINCIPAL RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES

Green Foundation Ireland's funding is based on on-going applications for funding to such
organisations as Green European Foundation (GEF) and the Irish Environmental Network (IEN).

Apart from IEN from whom the foundation was granted core funding during the year, all funding
was on a project-by-project basis. The possibilities of new sources of funding are continuously under
review.

COVID Post-Pandemic

The company is operating post-pandemic with an aim to continue to meet the needs of our
members, to preserve the livelihood and well-being of our employees, and to ensure the financial
stability of the organisation.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS AND PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
In 2024 we are continuing to work towards the achievement of our strategic priorities as set out in
our Strategic Plan 2023-2026. The Board of Green Foundation Ireland is committed to building a

society which is integrated, effective, outcome-driven and accountable.

-7 -



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

DIRECTORS AND THEIR INTERESTS

The current list of Board members is set out under Company Information on page 2.

COMPLIANCE WITH SECTOR-WIDE LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS

The company engages pro-actively with legislation, standards and codes which are developed for
the not-for-profit sector in Ireland.

Green Foundation Ireland subscribes to and is compliant with the following:

e The Companies Act 2014;
e The Charities SORP (FRS 102);
e The Charities Regulatory Authority's statutory requirements and Governance Code.

In addition, the company is a member of The Wheel, the Irish Environmental Network (IEN), the
Environmental Pillar, the Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL), and Coalition 2030, as well as
being affiliated to the Green European Foundation (GEF).

TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING DIRECTORS

There were no contracts or transactions in relation to the business of the foundation in which the
directors had any interest at any time during the year ended 31 December 2023. -

VOLUNTEERS

Green Foundation Ireland is dependent on a network of volunteers for many of its fundraising and
sponsorship activities. The dedication and commitment by all of these people is greatly appreciated
by the directors. It is not possible to place a monetary value on this voluntary effort but it is
essential to enable the foundation to achieve its objectives.

STATEMENT ON RELEVANT AUDIT INFORMATION

In the case of each of the persons who are directors at the time the Directors' Report and Financial
Statements are approved:

(a) So far as the director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the
company's statutory auditors are unaware; and

(b) Each director has taken all steps appropriate to make themselves aware of any relevant
audit information and to establish that the company's statutory auditors are aware of
that information.

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of Section
330 of the Companies Act 2014.
-8 -
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DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2023 (Continued)

ACCOUNTING RECORDS

The directors acknowledge their responsibility under Sections 281 to 285 of the Companies Act 2014
to keep accounting records for the company. To this end, a part-time bookkeeper was employed.
The books and records are kept at the company's registered office at 25 Portobello Road, Dublin,
D08 C2N6.

GOING CONCERN

Based on the results for the year, the year-end financial position and the approved budget for
2024/2025, the Board believes that the company has adequate resources to continue in operational
existence for the foreseeable future (at least twelve months from the date of approval of the financial
statements for the year ended 31 December 2023).

EVENTS AFTER THE BALANCE SHEET DATE

There have been no events after the end of the reporting period that require any adjustment to, or
additional disclosure in, the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2023.

AUDITORS

The auditors, Hayden Brown, Chartered Accountants, have indicated their willingness to continue in
office in accordance with Section 383(2) of the Companies Act 2014.

Approved by the Board of Directors on 28 May 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

% /;w ///_‘De‘emff/ﬂ ﬂ%&iﬁ

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director
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STATEMENT OF DIRECTORS' RESPONSIBILITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2023

The directors are responsible for preparing the financial statements in accordance with applicable
law and regulations.

Irish company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year.
Under the law, the directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with
FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of ireland" ("relevant
financial reporting framework"). Under company law, the directors must not approve the financial
statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and
financial position of the company as at the financial year end date and of the net income and
expenditure of the company for the financial year and otherwise comply with the Companies Act
2014.

in preparing those financial statements, the directors are required to:
e select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;
e make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

e state whether the financial statements have been prepared in accordance with
the relevant financial reporting framework, identify those standards, and note
the effect and the reasons for any material departure from those standards; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is
inappropriate to presume that the company will continue in operation.

The directors are responsible for ensuring that the company keeps or causes to be kept adequate
accounting records which correctly explain and record the transactions of the company, enable at
any time the assets, liabilities, financial position and net income and expenditure of the company to
be determined with reasonable accuracy, enable them to ensure that the financial statements and
Directors' Report comply with the Companies Act 2014 and enable the financial statements to be
audited. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Legislation in Ireland governing the preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ

from legislation in other jurisdictions. The directors are responsible for the maintenance and
integrity of the corporate and financial information included on the company's website.

Approved by the Board of Directors on 28 May 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

L. Mt /@,;CC//Z,

Eileen McDermott artin Nolan
Director Director
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Green Foundation Ireland Company Limited by
Guarantee for the year ended 31 December 2023 which comprise the Statement of Financial
Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Statement of Cash Flows and the related notes to the financial
statements, including significant accounting policies set out in note 2. The financial reporting
framework that has been applied in their preparation is Irish law and FRS 102 "The Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republlc of Ireland" issued in the United Kingdom by
the Financial Reporting Council.

In our opinion the financial statements:

e give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and financial position of the company
as at 31 December 2023 and of its net income for the year then ended;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" as applied with regard to the
Charities SORP; and

e have been properly prepared in accordance with applicable legal requirements

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland) (ISAs)
(Ireland)) and applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are
independent of the charity in accordance with ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of
financial statements in Ireland, including the Ethical Standard for Auditors (Ireland) issued by the
Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA), and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audlt evidence we have
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the directors’ use of the going-concern
basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to
events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Company’s
ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from the date when the
financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the directors with respect to going concern are
described in the relevant sections of this report.

-11 -



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE (Continued)

Other information

The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the
information included in the annual report other than the financial statements and our Auditor's
Report thereon. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and,
except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of
assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other
information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with
the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears
to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material misstatement in the
financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we
have performed, we conclude that this gives rise to a material misstatement of this other
information; we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2014
Based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit, we report that:

e in our opinion, the information given in the Directors' Report is consistent with the
financial statements;

e in our opinion, the Directors’ Report has been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Companies Act 2014.

We have obtained all the information and explanations which we consider necessary for the
purpose of our audit.

In our opinion the accounting records of the company were sufficient to permit the financial
statements to be readily and properly audited and the financial statements are in agreement with
the accounting records.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

Based on the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the
course of the audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the Directors' Report. The
Companies Act 2014 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion, the disclosures of directors'
remuneration and transactions required by sections 305 to 312 of the Act are not made. We have
nothing to report in this regard.

-~ 12 -



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE (Continued)

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

Respective responsibilities of directors for the financial statements

As explained more fully in the Statement of Directors' Responsibilities set out on page 10, the
directors are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and being satisfied that
they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as they determine is necessary to enable
the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatements, whether due to
fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company's
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and
using the going concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the
company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's
Report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a
guarantee that an audit conducted in"accordance with ISAs (Ireland) will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is set out in the
Appendix to our Auditor's Report. The description forms part of our Auditor's Report.

The purpose of our audit work and to whom we owe our responsibilities

Our report is made solely to the company's members, as a body, in accordance with sectlon 391 of
the Companies Act 2014. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
company's members those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's Report and for
no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility
to anyone other than the company and the company's members, as a body, for our audit work, for
this report or for the opinions we have formed.

/ﬁ/:: /JA M

Stephen Brown

for and on behalf of:

Hayden Brown

Chartered Accountants and Statutory Audit Firm
Grafton Buildings

34 Grafton Street

Dublin

D02 XY06

28 May 2024
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APPENDIX TO INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

Further information regarding the scope of our responsibilities as auditors

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (Ireland), we exercise professional judgement and
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:

e [dentify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to
those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of
internal control. '

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose
of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the company's internal control.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the directors.

e Conclude on the appropriateness of the directors' use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material
uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on
the company's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our Auditor's Report to the
related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate,
to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up
to the date of our Auditor's Report. However, future events or conditions may
cause the company to cease to continue as a going concern.

e Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned

scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

- 14 -



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2023

Unre- Re- Unre- Re-
stricted stricted Total stricted stricted Total
Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds
2023 2023 2023 2022 2022 2022

Income € € € € € €
Charitable activities

—grants (note 4) (Sch 1) 27,490 2,205 29,695 21,610 24,643 46,253
Other income (note 4) (Sch 1) 1,760 - 1,760 1,220 = 1,220
Total income 29,250 2,205 31,455 22,830 24,643 47,473

Total Expenditure
Charitable activities (note 5) (Sch 2) (22,525) (2,205) (24,730) (10,954) (24,643) (35,597)

Net income for the
financial year 6,725 - 6,725 11,876 - 11,876

Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward at
beginning of year 33,879 - 33,879 22,003 - 22,003

Total funds carried forward at
end of year 40,604 - 40,604 33,879 - 33,879

All income and expenditure relate to continuing activities. The company has no recognised gains and
losses other than those included in the net income for the year.

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors on
28 May 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

o fiDua s

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director

The notes on pages 18 to 22 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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) GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
«  (Not Having a Share Capital)

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 December 2023

2023 2022
ASSETS EMPLOYED € € € €
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors (note 7) 1,019 7,837
Cash at bank and in hand 41,911 37,430
42,930 45,267

CREDITORS (amounts falling due within

one year) (note 8) (2,326) (11,388)
NET CURRENT ASSETS 40,604 33,879
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 40,604 33,879
REPRESENTED BY
FUND BALANCE

Unrestricted funds (note 9) 40,604 33,879

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors on
28 May 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

o At perctt— MH@‘Q/%Q

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director

The notes on pages 18 to 22 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

CASH FLOW STATEMENT
for the year ended 31 December 2023

2023 2022
€ €
Net income for the year 6,725 11,876
Decrease / (Increase) in debtors 6,818 (5,116)
(Decrease) / Increase in creditors (9,062) 4,932
NET CASH INFLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 4,481 11,692
CASH FLOW STATEMENT
Increase in cash in the year 4,481 11,692
RECONCILIATION OF NET CASH FLOW TO
MOVEMENT IN NET FUNDS
Net funds at beginning of year 37,430 25,738
Increase in cash in the year 4,481 11,692

Net funds at end of year 41,911 37,430

The company has no borrowings and therefore a reconciliation of movement in net debt is not
necessary.

- 17 -
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" GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

(Not Having a Share Capital)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2023

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

GENERAL INFORMATION

The company is a private company limited by guarantee and is registered in Ireland. The
address of the registered office is 25 Portobello Road, Dublin, DO8 C2N6.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Basis of preparation

The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2023 have been prepared under
the Financial Reporting Standard 102 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of Recommended Practice (Charities SORP). The Company meets the definition of a Public
Benefit Entity under FRS 102.

The financial statements are presented in euro (€) and all amounts have been rounded to
the nearest euro.

Income and expenditure

Income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities only when the Charity is legally
entitled to the income, the amounts involved can be measured with sufficient reliability and
it is probable that the income will be received by the Charity. All income is recorded on a
gross basis. Where income has been received in advance, it is deferred until the conditions
(for recognising this income) are met. Where income has not yet been received, but all
criteria for recognition has been satisfied, the income is accrued as a debtor in the balance
sheet. The value of volunteer time is not included in these financial statements.

Green Foundation Ireland operates certain events in collaboration with Green European
Foundation (GEF). In these circumstances, GEF pays costs directly to service providers. Such
transactions do not form part of these financial statements.

Financial instruments
The company only enters into basic financial instruments transactions that result in the
recognition of financial assets and liabilities like trade and other debtors and creditors.

Financial assets that are measured at cost and amortised cost are assessed at the end of
each reporting period for objective evidence of impairment. If objective evidence of
impairment is found, an impairment loss is recognised in the statement of financial
activities.

Taxation
No taxation arises as the company qualifies for exemption as an approved charitable body
under Charity Revenue Number CHY 21114.

Critical accounting judgements and estimation uncertainty

Estimates and judgements made in the process of preparing the financial statements are
continually evaluated and are based on historical experience and other factors, including
expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2023 (Continued)

(e)

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

Critical accounting judgements and estimation uncertainty (Continued)

The directors consider that there are no estimates which would have a significant risk of
causing material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within the next
financial year.

EMPLOYEES

2023 2022
There was one part-time employee during the year. Number Number
Administration 1 1
The staff costs comprise: € €
Salaries | 13,173 11,968
Employers' PRSI 61 55
Employers' PRSI — refund from previous years (855) -

12,379 12,023

There was no directors’ remuneration and there were no expense claims (subsistence,
travel, etc.) made by any director during the current or previous years.

INCOME 2023 2022
€ € € €
Unrestricted:
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) 27,490 21,610
Donations — general 1,623 701
Charities Donations Scheme — tax refunds 135 519
Interest income 2 -
29,250 22,830
Restricted:
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) 2,205 10,535
Heinrich Boll Foundation - 8,693
Green European Foundation (GEF) - 5,415
2,205 24,643

TOTAL INCOME 31,455 47,473
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2023 (Continued)

EXPENDITURE
Charitable Activities — Events held:

Unrestricted:

Salaries and employers' PRSI
Events direct costs

Administration for events
Governance costs —audit and legal

Restricted:
Events direct costs
Salaries and employers' PRSI

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

12,379
6,696
2,024
1,426

2,205

2023

22,525

2,205

24,730

NET INCOME FROM ORDINARY ACTIVITIES BEFORE TAXATION

The net income from ordinary activitie$ before taxation is

stated after charging:

Auditors' remuneration:
Audit of financial statements

DEBTORS

Amounts falling due within one year
Prepayments and accrued income

- 20 -

6,699

2,873
1,382

19,319
5,324

2023
€

1,353

2023

1,019

2022

10,954

24,643

35,597

2022

1,362

2022

7,837
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2023 (Continued)

8. CREDITORS (amounts falling due within 2023 2022
one year) € €

Accruals 1,503 11,077

PAYE / PRSI : 823 311

2,326 11,388

9. RECONCILIATION OF MOVEMENT IN 2023 2022'
UNRESTRICTED FUNDS € €

Funds at beginning of year 33,879 22,003

Net income for the year 6,725 11,876

Funds at end of year 40,604 33,879

Unrestricted funds are represented by net current assets.

10. GRANTS AND OTHER INFORMATION

Name of State Agency: Department of the Environment, Climate
and Communications

Type of funding: Annual core funding

Details of funding: Pay and general administration expenditures

Amount received in the financial year: €29,695
There were no restrictions on the use of the grant and the expenditure is compliant with all
relevant government circulars (44/2006 and 13/2014).

11. COMPANY STATUS
The company is limited by guarantee and does not have a share capital. Consequently, the
liability of members is limited, subject to the undertaking by each member to contribute to

the net assets or liabilities of the company on winding-up such amounts as may be required
not exceeding €1.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2023 (Continued)

12.

13.

14.

15.

EVENTS AFTER THE BALANCE SHEET DATE
There have been no significant events affecting the company since the year-end that would
require adjustment to or additional disclosure in the financial statements for the year ended

31 December 2023: The post COVID impact has been discussed by the directors in the
Directors' Report on page 7.

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

There were no related party transactions.

CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

There were no contingent liabilities at 31 December 2023 (2022: nil).

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors
on 28 May 2024 and signed on its behalf by:

L. M B //%éiC%

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 DECEMBER 2023

NOT COVERED BY THE REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
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SCHEDULES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2023

2023 2022
€ €
SCHEDULE 1 - INCOME
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) — see grants analysis below * 29,695 32,145
Donations — general 1,623 701
Charities Donations Scheme — tax refund 135 519
Interest income 2 -
Heinrich B&ll Foundation - 8,693
Green European Foundation (GEF) ol 5,415
31,455 47,473
* IEN Grants Analysis:
Core Funding 27,490 21,610
Biodiversity Week 1,605 1,200
Policy Submissions 600 685
Citizens' Assembly - 3,150
Sustainable Agriculture - 3,000
Communications Advocacy - 2,500
29,695 32,145
2023 2022
€ €
SCHEDULE 2 — ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Salaries and employers' PRSI (net of ER PRSI refund re previous years) 12,379 12,023
Events held 6,696 19,319
Website maintenance, hosting and development 1,408 530
Audit fees — governance cost 1,406 1,362
Accountancy and payroll 830 830
Insurance —directors 474 471
Insurance —general 423 392
Board meetings. 340 -
Computer maintenance and stationery supplies 299 365
Travel 235 -
Board members' training and seminars 165 220
Bank charges 55 53
Company legal and compliance — governance cost 20 20
Miscellaneous - 12

24,730 35,597
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- 25 —



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

ANNUAL REPORT ON ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2023

TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGES
GENERAL OVERVIEW 27-28
TALK:

Ponds for Farms and Communities, Step by Step. 29-30
BOOK LAUNCH:

"Reconnecting with Bl — An Irish Journey" 31-34
TALK:

SDGs 2023 — Untapped Potential 35-37
TALK:

Wild is Wonderful 38-39
BIODIVERSITY WEEK:

The Journey So Far 40-43

Bat and Bird Box Building 44 - 45

Biodiversity Actions Everyone Can Take 46 -48

Bat Walk, Omeath 49 -50

Bird and Bat Box Building 51-52
SEMINAR:

Greening the Narrative 53-57
TALK:

Ocean Activism 58 -59
TALK: :

Coral Reef Time Machine 60-61
TALK:

Antibiotics in Surface Waters 62—-64
TALK:

What is a Pocket Forest 65-66
SEMINAR:

Ocean Warming and Marine Biodiversity 67 —69

- 26 —



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

&

GENERAL OVERVIEW
for the year ended 31 December2023

Green Foundation Ireland aims, through education, to inspire
the public to work towards a sustainable society for Ireland.

In 2023, we held 15 extremely successful events — nine of which took place online and six were in-
person. These consisted of the following:

Ponds for Farms and Communities, Step by Step
"Reconnecting with Béll — An Irish Journey"
SDGs 2023 — Untapped Potential
Wild is Wonderful
Biodiversity Week:
—The Journey So Far
—Bat and Bird Box Building
— Biodiversity Actions Everyone Can Take
— Bat Walk, Omeath
- Bird and Bat Box Building
Greening the Narrative
Ocean Activism
Coral Reef Time Machine
Antibiotics in Surface Waters
What is a Pocket Forest
Ocean Warming and Marine Biodiversity

As always at our events, including those held online, time was allowed to have discussion and
interaction between the attendees and the panel of speakers at all of these events which will no
doubt lead to important impacts for the wider community.

Details of all these events (including reports, videos and photographs where appropriate), as well as
our events held in previous years, are available on the Events Section of our website here.

Following on from the organisation of a visit made during 2022 by Jan Philipp Albrecht (the co-
president of the Heinrich B6ll Foundation in Germany) and René Bdll (son of Heinrich BGll) to
Ireland, which took in the University of Limerick, the Heinrich Boll Cottage in Achill, Belfast, and
Dublin and which resulted in the publication of a booklet by GFl “Reconnecting with Béll — An Irish
Journey" late in 2022, the booklet was officially launched in the Mansion House by Dublin's Lord
Mayor, Caroline Conroy. We look forward to future collaboration with the Heinrich Béll Foundation.

On 21 June 2023, we were delighted when two environmental activists — Duncan Stewart (a Board
member and former chair of GFl) and Greta Thunberg (the world's most prominent global climate
campaigner of our time) — were awarded the Honorary Freedom of the City of Dublin, the highest
honour that can be bestowed by Dublin City.
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
for the year ended 31 December2023 (Continued)

During 2023, we had our module on Soils and Soil Stewardship for Transition Year Students
translated into Ukrainian which we then distributed nationally to all Transition Year Co-Ordinators in
Secondary Schools. There was very good feedback from the Co-Ordinators and we hope to extend
this project in the future.

Education is key to empowering young people to make a difference in their world and education is
central to creating the changes needed for sustainable development to become a reality which has
the potential to benefit all of society.

GFI uses the Eco Eye series as a teaching and learning platform for ESD by indexing and in other
ways making individual programmes more accessible in short bites. All available episodes can be
found on our website, courtesy of Duncan Stewart.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of our Board and Management

Team, as well as to all our supporters, who have all contributed so much to our successful year on a
voluntary basis. We are looking forward to the challenges that the coming year will bring.
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23 JANUARY 2023

Talk:

Ponds for Farms and Communities,
Step by Step

Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This talk gave an overview of pond design and construction to help landowners and local
communities create new ponds. Ponds provide valuable habitat for wildlife as well as beautiful areas
to walk near and watch nature.

We explored siting, sizing, shape, edge slope, depth and aftercare; looking at the steps needed to
get from discussing the initial idea through to design, construction and finish.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Féidhlim Harty is an environmental consultant, educator
and writer.

He established FH Wetland Systems in 1996 to offer
constructed wetland and reed bed design to address water
pollution in our rivers, streams and seas.

Now, with the growing awareness of the impacts of urban
stormwater runoff and farm-scale water flows and dynamics,
FHWS offers designs and guidance on waterway repair and rewilding, eco-friendly wastewater
treatment, and holistic land use management for catchment protection and regeneration.

Féidhlim and his family live in Lahinch in County Clare, where they are renovating an old cottage and
using innovative stormwater and wastewater treatment systems and developing ponds, leaky dams,
filter drains and other low-tech on-farm water management features to keep the water cleaner and
as a teaching tool.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Donna Mullen welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Féidhlim Harty, who began his talk
by showing us the benefits of ponds, for conservation and alleviation of flooding. Drainage and the
loss of boggy corners in fields leads to flooding, and environmental problems are compounded by
the runoff of nitrates and phosphates from septic tanks. Less than 1% of Irish waters are in pristine
condition.
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If we look at www.catchments.ie, we can see the water quality of our local rivers and streams.
Studies in the Orbroicher Bruch Nature Reserve in North-West Germany have found a decline in
insects of 78% in 24 years, and providing ponds can really improve insect diversity. Ponds can be
used for recreation, such as the Community Pond in North Cork, or can be used for growing crops,
such as watercress. They can also be used for aquaculture, for irrigation, or even to provide water
for firefighting.

Féidhlim then spoke about the techniques for pond installation. Planning permission is required if
the pond is deeper than 1 metre. It is important when designing the pond for wildlife to undulate
the edge and vary the depth. The bank slopes should be shallow, with a shallow gradient, and there
can be islands or parts which flood seasonally. He then explained the usage of soil bunds plugs,
dams and drains, and the safety considerations of creating ponds.

Féidhlim told us about the resources available from the Irish Local Authorities Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) and the One Million Ponds Project which is based in the UK.

Then we learnt about pond management and pond plants including bulrushes, water mint, common
reed, and yellow flag iris.

With almost 70 participants on the evening, a lively question and answer session followed, and
included questions being asked about pond placement, liners, swimming ponds, and drainage. Many
of those attending were in the throes of pond creation, and it was wonderful to see the enthusiasm
for all watery things !

This was an amazing talk which will have us all creating wetlands !

You can access our video of the talk here
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1 FEBRUARY 2023

Book Launch:

Reconnecting with Boll = An Irish Journey
Held in the Mansion House, Dublin

GFlI Co-Ordinator: John Gormley

BACKGROUND

At a meeting in Germany between John Gormley (former Minister for the Environment) and Jan
Philipp Albrecht (the incoming Co-President of the Heinrich Boll Foundation), they discussed the
possibility of collaboration with Green Foundation lreland. The Heinrich BSll Foundation is a
member of the Green European Foundation.

John suggested a visit to Ireland to re-establish the Irish connection with the Heinrich Bdll
Foundation and this took place from 12-15 September 2022, along with René B6ll (the son of
Heinrich) and GFI's Tommy Simpson. Following on from this visit, a book Reconnecting with Béll — An
Irish Journey, edited by John, was published in December 2022.

You can download our book here.

ABOUT OUR BOOK LAUNCH

The launch took place in the Oak Room of Dublin's Mansion House and was chaired by Green
Foundation Ireland's former Chair, Nuala Ahern. The event was generously hosted by the Lord
Mayor of Dublin, Caroline Conroy, who gave the opening speech and welcomed everyone to her
residence.

In her speech, the Lord Mayor said that this publication offers us a very interesting insight into
contemporary Ireland and how the country has changed radically since Heinrich Bdll first visited our
shores back in the 1950s. She mentioned how very pleased we were that the son of Heinrich Béll,
René, was with us online from Berlin — indeed, she had the privilege of hosting Jan Philipp Albrecht
and René Boll at a reception in the Mansion house on the last day of their visit to Ireland in
September of last year. it was very much a whistle stop tour of our country and she regretted that
they didn't get the opportunity to see more of our capital city. During that time they visited the
University of Limerick, the Heinrich B6ll cottage on Achill Island, the Peace Wall in Belfast and
Queen's University, and finished up by addressing the German committee of the Institute of
International and European Affairs. The publication reflects the diversity of locations and there are
contributions by experts from all of these walks of life.
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The Lord Mayor concluded with the hope that this was the beginning of an increased commitment
of the Heinrich B6ll Foundation to the island of Ireland. As an island which has the only land border
between the European Union and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, she emphasised
that we welcome greater engagement with our European Union colleagues to deal with the issues
which Brexit has caused.

Nuala Ahern then introduced Jan Phillipp Albrecht, the Co-President of the Heinrich Béll
Foundation, who had recorded a video message for our launch. Jan said that the exchange of ideas
between all those who were inspired by Heinrich BoIl had an important impact on German-Irish
relations. He praised the work of Green Foundation Ireland and those who work at the B&ll Cottage
today on Achill.

He continued by stating that Ireland had changed enormously in the 50 years since Heinrich B&ll had
been here and it was making a very positive contribution to Europe. He looked forward to returning
to Ireland at a future date and congratulated everybody that was associated with the publication.

Next, Nuala introduced a video message by René Béll. René explained that unfortunately he could
not be at the launch because he was preparing an exhibition. He thanked everybody involved in
organising his trip, including John Gormley and Tommy Simpson of Green Foundation Ireland, and
the reception committee on Achill Island which was headed by John McHugh. He said that Achill
Island had so many memories for him, including from when he went there first as a six year old. He
remembered the relief of going to Achill which was an undestroyed landscape and where there
were 'no bomb craters'. They were made to feel very welcome and what was most important was
the happiness of his parents when they were on Achill. He also made a point of thanking the
German Ambassador to Ireland for launching our publication.

Describing her as a 'force for good', Nuala then introduced Karin Dubsky of Coastwatch. Karin said it
was a privilege to contribute to the book. She continued by saying that, like all refugees, she had a
'‘complicated past'. She came to Ireland on her 10th birthday. She recalled being spat upon because
'she was only a refugee’ — local people said they didn't want another German in the area, and there
was even a march to Dublin to buy back the land which they had bought. But it all turned around
when her mother was advised to go to different masses every Sunday to explain exactly who she
was. When people saw her and understood what she wanted, they all welcomed her and her family
with open arms.

She mentioned that this day was Saint Bridget's Day and she was thinking of Bridget spreading her
cloak over the land. It happened she said in February when it's miserable and then she quoted the
German writer, Theodor Storm: ‘durch die Stille braust das Meer' (‘through the silence roars the
sea'). It's a time of imagination totally different from going to the Canaries and 'getting toasted'.

She was looking forward to reading every single part of the publication and thanked everyone
involved in making it happen.

Nuala followed this by introducing John Gormley of Green Foundation Ireland, the organiser of the
event. ‘
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In a humorous speech, John quoted directly from Heinrich Boll's Irisches Tagebuch, or Irish Journal
as it's known in English. The book contains a famous passage where the author compares and
contrasts the Irish and German attitude to the fortunes of life. He noticed that the Germans always
tended to take a more pessimistic look, saying that things could always be better, whereas the Irish
tended to say that things could be worse. John said that he had conducted his own very 'scientific
study' by asking a German friend and an Irish friend how it was going and to his surprise their
attitudes reflected exactly what Boéll had outlined in his famous book.

Over the years Ireland has become more like Germany. For example back in 1979 when John first
went to Germany, Ireland had no proper wine or coffee and no motorways. We had the Naas dual
carriageway which he assumed as a child was the 'jewel carriageway' because it was so special.

Our living standards had improved immensely thanks to joining the EEC, now known as the
European Union. We joined, he said, mainly because Britain was joining and no one could have
predicted Brexit, which has caused so many difficulties for Northern Ireland. It was for this reason
that so much space in the publication was devoted to this issue.

John quoted a poll from The Irish Times which showed that knowledge about Northern Ireland
amongst southerners and northerners' knowledge of issues in the south was very poor. He argued
that we could learn from the experience in Germany where television played a major role in
educating East Germans about the Federal Republic. It would be a good idea if we had an all-island
community TV station, something he hoped that the Heinrich B6ll Foundation could encourage.

Before introducing our next guest, Nuala commented that, as someoné who was born in Belfast, she
could identify with many of the things said by John during his speech.

Our next speaker was the German Ambassador to Ireland, who has had a very distinguished
diplomatic career. Cord Meier-Klodt took up the theme raised by John, by saying the one thing he
learned in Ireland was that when the Irish said 'howya' it wasn't intended as a question. He said that
both he and his colleague Robert were wearing green ties to commemorate Saint Bridget, and
thanked the Lord Mayor and John Gormley for organising the launch.

The Ambassador was very direct, stating that he would like the Heinrich BSIl Foundation 'to enlarge
and deepen its footprint on the Emerald Isle'. He said he would like it to have a representative base
here in this country, remarking that it was important to deal with topics like for example 'green
hydrogen', biodiversity and other topics.

All through his career he had observed how the images of the countries he served in differed very
often from the reality. So many Germans had an image of Ireland because of Heinrich Boll.

He'said that for example people's perception of Romania where he served was far more negative
than the reality. He went on to give the example of the 2006 World Cup which changed the
perception of Germany for many English people.

As far as Ireland is concerned the image is good and so too is the reality, but the image is still often
based on a bygone era. He quoted the German author and poet, Hans Magnus Enzenberger: 'The

tourist destroys what he is looking for, by finding it'.

He said that Ireland has adapted well to the challenges of Brexit and, as the only English speaking
country in the EU, it was well on its way to becoming an even more important country.
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He concluded by stating that the fact Annlena Baerbok, Germany's Minister for Foreign Affairs, came
to Dublin before she visited Britain and expressed support for the Northern Ireland protocol was
very significant. We cannot just have the London perspective and that is why we need to have the
Heinrich Boll Foundation well anchored in Ireland. The new plan for the bigger footprint of Ireland in
Europe and Europe in Ireland is well established and will get stronger. Looking back at Heinrich Boll's
writing and looking at where Ireland is now, you can see it has been a huge success story.

Nuala thanked the Ambassador for his very warm and thoughtful contribution.
She ended the launch by urging everyone present to read Heinrich Boll's works because, as far as

she was concerned, we don't read enough foreign literature.

You can download our book here.

You can access our video of the launch here.

You can see some photos of our launch here.
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SDGs 2023 — UNTAPPED POTENTIAL

20 APRIL 2023

Talk:
SDGs 2023 — Untapped Potential
Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Claire Downey

Photo by: SASKO LAZAROV, Photocall, for Coalition 2030

THEME

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) cover the 5 Ps (People / Planet / Prosperity
/ Peace / Partnership) — however a different P lens could be applied (Potential / Progress /
Procrastination / Postponement / Possibilities).

This exploration looked at how far we have come and raised some critical questions that
will allow people to reflect on the Agenda 2030 framework and see if it is still relevant to
their work and lives.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Bobby McCormack is the co-founder and CEO of
Development Perspectives. He worked as a Senior Lecturer in
the Department of Humanities at Dundalk Institute of
Technology from 2006-2019, has an MA in Development Studies
and is a qualified mediator.

He is a board member of Déchas and in 2017 was the recipient
of the DAchas "Global Citizen of the Year". Bobby has produced
5 documentaries, is an avid Manchester United fan and loves
dogs.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Claire Downey welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Bobby McCormack, who began
his talk by affirming from the start that he was not here to sell SDGs and remains very aware that
they are not perfect by any means. Yet any review of them can be both critical and supportive of
their overall aims at the same time.
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SDGs are now over half-way through their proposed time period, hence Bobby considers it a good
time to take stock. Nobody would disagree with the vision of the SDGs as encouraging us to live up
to a more equitable, just, sustainable world, while tackling poverty, inequality and climate change
through transformative education and active global citizenship.

Looking through all 17 of the goals — which began as 'millennial development goals' and changed
over time — most agree that some major issues are not being tackled, especially those that call out
tensions between the global North and South. Ireland (headed up by David Donoghue) and Kenya
co-chaired the Sustainable Development Goals back in 2014 and it is important to note there is no
hierarchy of importance or specific rationale for their numbering from 1-17, many of which are
clearly interconnected. Bobby also referred to how many countries actually benefit from the
promotion of 'conflict’, which is not explicitly called out in the goals. Furthermore, Human Rights are
not really mentioned in the goals which is also unfortunate.
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Still the goals remain highly important in themselves and most of them remain hard to argue
against. A major problem, of course, is that none of the goals are binding and some countries find
ways of interpreting the goals to suit their own national interests. Categorising the goals into groups
as building blocks, beginning at the base with environmental or biosphere — from which nothing will
work or survive, if we don't have a liveable planet — to more societal/political goals and finally at the
top to the so-called economy can be useful. Underpinning the goals are some very detailed rationale
and analysis, which is worth examining — see Agenda 2030. Bobby regards these founding
documents as transformative and help unpack the apparent 'simplistic' nature of the pgoals
themselves.

Overall however, Bobby remains critical of Ireland, which he believes has used the pandemic or
more recently homelessness for instance to creatively avoid addressing the big SDG problems. He
suggested that so many opportunities for transformative change have been missed. To put some
comparative measure on this, he uses the Voluntary National Review and the Secial Justice Ireland
Report, which shows Ireland is ranked 8 out of 14 across EU countries regarding Sustainable
Development Goals. While we may be going up the ladders slowly, overall performance across the
14 countries is getting worse. Ireland's strengths apparently are in Goal 4 (Quality Education) — yet
we were informed of lots of on the ground evidence of poor understanding of the goals in Ireland —
as well as with regards to Goal 3 (Good Health and Well-Being) and, most surprisingly, Ireland
appears to rank high with regards to Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities).
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We are not so good in taking into account jobs and the economy, and are particularly poor regarding
future proofing innovation and infrastructure. For example, energy/water and other infrastructure
projects are not being well handled.

Reporting on SDGs also remains somewhat weak. While linking SDGs to our individual actions,
Bobby is impressed, for example, with Fingal County Council's PPN, which makes a genuine effort to
address the challenges in practical ways. Many County Councils are moving in this direction to
benchmark their policies and future strategies. While there is always a danger of 'SDG-washing', at
least solid attempts are being made.

So it is always important to acknowledge that there is good work being done which in turn can
energise us to do more. We need strong citizens and knowledge to hold politicians and other
stakeholders to account. PPNs try to be inclusive, for instance regarding migration, disability, health
and other issues, and value the humanity in all of us. The SDGs can greatly assist in this process and
discussion taking into account lots of questions and interventions afterwards helped to suggest ways
of addressing this.

Bobby clearly demonstrated that the SDGs have much to commend them in spite of some caveats.
Note, among various other sites there are several information packs and tools on usage of SDGs
which can be found at https://developmentperspectives.ie/

There is obviously much interest in this topic — as was shown by the thought-provoking and
informative Q&A session, as well as the comments throughout. It was mentioned that one of
Ireland's key strengths is in the area of Quality Education (Goal 4) — yet there is still very low level of
awareness around SDGs here (in fact in a recent vox pop showed that SDGs were often confused
with SDTs!). How do we change this? It was also felt that Ireland has missed a trick in being very
good around food security — how can we change the narrative regarding more sustainable food
issues?

There is much work needed to change hearts and minds — however, on the positive side, Bobby was
very impressed by younger people who are more active regarding Climate Change issues and are fed
up with such poor progress in this area.

You can access our video of the talk here
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WILD IS WONDERFUL

25 APRIL 2023

Talk:

Wild is Wonderful

Held Online by Zoom

GF! Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

This talk looked at the making of a wildlife garden in Dublin 7 and the work of Connecting
Cabra, a sustainable energy community.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Stephen Shanahan graduated from the National Botanic
Gardens in Glasnevin, Dublin. He has a diploma in Amenity
Horticulture. Stephen has HETAC qualifications in landscape
design and AutoCAD.

With over 30 years' experience in the industry, Stephen
worked with Temple Bar Properties as part of their Greening
Temple Bar Project. While working in St. Joseph's School for
Deaf Boys, Stephen used his extensive plant knowledge to
help set up their horticultural therapy unit before establishing
his business Hazelwood Landscapes in 1996.

Stephen has been passionate about gardening with nature in
mind since he watched Chris Baine's "The Making of a Wildlife
Garden" in 1984. He grew up in Artane in Dublin and now lives
in Cabra.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Donna Mullen welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Stephen Shanahan. Stephen
began by explaining that he started wildlife gardening when he was a child, building his first pond
and wildlife garden in his parents' house in Artane more than 30 years ago — long before wildlife
gardens became fashionable!

Stephen studied horticulture and is a professional horticulturist. He showed us fabulous
photographs of pictorial gardens — these look amazing and are reasonably good for wildlife, but he
explained that native gardens are much better for wildlife. Pictorial gardens often give us unrealistic
expectations of what a native hay meadow garden will look like.
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Stephen spoke about the work of Connecting Cabra, a group of local volunteers, with a vision for
Cabra as a sustainable energy and biodiverse community, and a plan which includes warmer homes
and clean energy. They are involved in local food production and distributed fruit trees, ran
retrofitting webinars, and had cycling days — with free coffees for cyclists! They built bat boxes with
GFl, launched their community Energy Masterplan, had a community fun day, took over parking
spaces for the day to have street food, had a bat walk and an energy information day, launched their
biodiversity action plan, and distributed 3,000 pollinator bulbs, 100 fruit trees, and 1,000 trees to
local residents, along with wildflower seeds.

One of their initiatives is Space to Grow, where they pair up older people, with large gardens, who
need gardening help, with young people who live in apartments or small garden areas, and who
want to grow their own food. This initiative has been extremely successful in promoting food
growing and intergenerational friendships.

Stephen then took us through the wildlife in his garden — an amazing array of species for a garden in
the city, with many species of bat, bee, butterfly and moth.

He then gave us some ideas on wildlife gardening which we could try at home.

His first suggestion was to create a pond — even a basin of water will do. Put it away from
overhanging trees, in a sunny place on a level site, close to the house so you can enjoy it. The pond
should be as big as possible, with shallow edges for frogs and pond liner of EPDM Butyl rubber or
Bentonite Clay, with an underlining of sand or TERRAM to prevent puncturing. It is important to
ensure that any pond plants are non-invasive (beware of Canadian Pond weed!) Also, don't put in
goldfish as they will eat your frogspawn!

Stephen continued by talking about meadow creation. He advised us first to do nothing and see
what appears in our seed stock. If we are to plant, it is really important to use native seed stock
from reputable stockists, such as from Sandro Cafolla at Design by Nature, or from Eco Seeds
(which is based in Northern Ireland and so their prices are in sterling). Use clean, weed free soil
which is not fertile, cut it on an annual basis and introduce yellow rattle which will reduce the
vigour of the grass.

Stephen also showed us bee hotels which were being used in his gardens, and an amazing
photograph of a frog spider on an oxeye daisy in his front garden.

We then had a lively questions and answers session where, amongst other things, we discussed
hedgehog corridors, and also our worries concerning the latest fashion craze of plastic grass.
Mention was also made of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan, which is a framework bringing together
different sectors across the island of Ireland to create a landscape where pollinators can survive and
thrive. It is implemented by the National Biodiversity Data Centre.

This was a wonderful talk which has inspired us all to get out and garden for nature.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
The Journey So Far

[

19 MAY 2023
4 ey Conversation:
% z\ The Journey So Far
\\:L Held Online by Zoom
A \— GFI Co-Ordinator: Claire Downey

THEME

In October 2022, Ireland held its first Children and Young People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss.
Designed with children and young people, the Assembly brought together 35 randomly selected
members aged 7-17 from across Ireland to explore, discuss and create calls to action on how to
protect and restore biodiversity in Ireland.

In this talk, Katie Reid (participation lead for the Assembly) hosted a conversation with some of the
children and young people involved about their experiences, calls to action and hopes for the future.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

~ Katie Reid is a children's participation practitioner and researcher, with a
focus on intergenerational, creative forms of decision-making related to the
environment and climate change. '

She is particularly interested in how deliberative forms of democracy can
better involve children and young people having been the project lead for
children's participation in Scotland's Climate Assembly and, more recently,
working as part of an intergenerational team to deliver Ireland's Children
and Young People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss.

@‘;‘E} >

ABOUT OUR TALK

Preamble

Diarmuid Torney of Dublin City University helped co-ordinate this research project on young people
and biodiversity loss, which resulted in a final report published on 22 April 2023 to coincide with
Earth Day. The Young People's Assembly met over two weekends in October 2022 and aimed to
ensure Ireland's youngest citizens have their say around how Ireland responds to the challenge of
biodiversity loss and to dovetail with the Citizen's Assembly on the topic.
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In a review piece for DCU's 'Centre for Climate and Society Newsletter' Number 14 (May 2023), this
final report, according to Diarmuid Torney, 'charts in beautiful and vivid detail the journey that
participants in the Assembly went on over the course of their work together. It details their activities
over the two weekends and captures their key recommendations, including a vision of the future
they would like to see: "an Ireland where we are connected to and care for the rights of nature (and
each other) so that biodiversity is restored and protected and we live and grow up in a healthy, clean
and fair environments."

After receiving the final report, the Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform, Malcolm
Noonan TD, recorded a video message welcoming it and committed to meeting with the Assembly
later to discuss with them how their calls to action are reflected in the forthcoming National
Biodiversity Action Plan.

The Journey So Far: Meeting the Participants

Katie Reid, who worked in Scotland with children in their Assembly, was delighted to help the Irish
‘team develop the workshops on biodiversity loss, and was fantastic in this Green Foundation Ireland
talk at exploring the findings of the research with the children. In a short film audiences can get an
overview of this unique project. Back in September 2022, 35 children between the ages of 7-17 were
randomly chosen to attend two weekends — one in Wicklow and the final one in Killarney, County
Kerry — where they immersed themselves into various projects to come up with a plan of action.

During our talk we had the great pleasure of engaging with a small selection of the children who
came online with Katie to explore what they did throughout the project, which was very insightful.
Some highlights including playing games and getting creative, alongside working together to
promote 'our vision'. The young people constantly spoke of 'connecting to' and affirming ‘care for
the rights of nature', while wanting to 'grow up in a healthy, clean and fair environment'. As Minister
Noonan asserted in the video, it is imperative that children and young people are included in
discussions around biodiversity loss — avoiding any whiff of simply paying lip service, or just some
tick box exercise, but rather a real co-creating engagement with the new generation, while
connecting with their unique voice and fresh perspective. This was most poignantly demonstrated
as several of the young people noted, because they will have to face a possible future with
increasing biodiversity loss. As the Minister affirmed, 'we need to reflect on their voices and take on
board their testimonials.' By all accounts this was both a sensitive and provocative action research
project, which was executed in a very thoughtful manner.

All the children present spoke with great enthusiasm and passion for how they loved the experience
and how they all hoped the call to action will be 'used and not forgotten'. Their key message is that
children must be included with regarding the broader decisions around biodiversity loss.

The final key message of the young people is to 'treat the earth like a person' and always take
biodiversity into account when making decisions was remarkable. Such maturity and critical
reflection remains a benchmark for both politicians and citizens to take on board while facing up to
the ongoing environmental challenges that confront us all. Noting that the earth is our prize
possession and 'if it is dirty, we need to clean it' is both clear and persuasive.

When asked what it was like to be randomly selected, all were excited if a bit nervous at first in
meeting so many new people and wondering 'who would turn up'. Recalling a favourite moment for
the two weekends, several affirmed how the nature walks were really fun. They had to 'find nature'
and at the same time 'had to include all nature'. All participants had great fun discovering what type
of trees there were in the forest.

- 41 -



5 GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
w  (Not Having a Share Capital)

All of the young people were very passionate about their great work in coming up with a range of
‘calls to actian', having been broken up to address 5 broad themes, including looking at pollution,
climate change, habitat loss, etc., while engaging in role play, such as assessing the prospect of
blocking up a river to build an extension to a local school. Such scenario planning encourages a
range of views and perceptions of problems to be discussed before deciding how best to deal with
such complex issues from varying perspectives.

Asked which was their favourite call to action:

Elsie talked of making new trees every time a person is born. She spoke about how her Dad
told her once 'that we used to have loads of forests... now we are the worst in Europe'. She
saw this as unbelievable.

Oisin spoke passionately around the need to educate people about biodiversity loss and
how to slow it down and develop better resources. Note, he and others are currently aiming
to design a workbook for students to teach in school.

Fiach incisively affirmed that all decisions must take biodiversity loss into account in every
way, not just for profit, while being mindful of how we use resources.

Ailidh mentioned that treating the earth like a person became a key messageé and even a
dominant motif of the young person's assembly.

Fiach meanwhile emphasised the need to restore natural places. For instance, he
mentioned the wish to bring back wolves to the island with more diverse animals and trees.

As a gentle but provocative host of the conversation, Katie wondered as it's six months since they
did the project, what are they feeling now?

Oisin talked of being more aware of the issues of biodiversity and noted how everyone talks
of climate change, but biodiversity loss is as big a problem, yet often not discussed on the
same level.

Fiach hoped that the government takes action and avoids the danger of having their
recommendations ignored.

Elsie hoped the decisions they came up with will be put into law and acted on, and people
in turn will obey them. So say all of us!

Fiadh reiterated this by hoping the call to action came true — and that it does not just get
forgotten over time.

Katie and the young contributors present in a free-flowing Q&A session were asked what were their
own hopes for the future? Did they just decide on what they liked or disliked, or what might have
the most impact?

Oisin was very forceful in affirming the latter and how the whole project was looking for
impact.

Recognition by the way was givento the parents and carers who came along to both events, but did
their own thing during the day. Then in the evening they got involved with their family.

One further question wondered if they started a new project since the end of the workshop.

Ailidh spoke about making a bug hotel, but laughed that only spiders were found, while
others talked of growing vegetables and even creating a polytunnel to experiment with.
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The final question asked if they were inspired to follow a certain career after their experiences at
the workshop. Several now want to do more ecology and nature study and even a few mentioned
activism into the future. One of the children had started a letter to the President. All agreed with the
simple but cogent mantra of treating the earth like a person and always take biodiversity into
account, especially as the issues are not going away and we have to face them.

A huge thank you for providing such a provocative discussion goes to our guest host Katie Reid and
to the amazingly articulate young people who joined us — Ailidh, Elsie, Fiach, Fiadh and Oisin — as
well as to GFI Director Claire Downey, who co-ordinated and moderated the Zoom meeting behind
the scenes.

And remember, the earth is our prize possession —if it is dirty, we need to clean it.

You can access our video of the talk here.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2023
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Bat and Bird Box Building

22 MAY 2023

Workshop:

Bat and Bird Box Building

Held in St. Anne's National School, Kells, Co. Meath
GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This workshop was a hands-on, practical event, which was carried out in St. Anne's National School,
Maio, Tierworker, Kells, County Meath.

ABOUT OUR ORGANISER

Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, Donna Mullen is a farmer, consultant
ecologist, and director of Wildlife Surveys Ireland, with an award-winning farm,
awards and placements which include the RDS Sustainable Enterprise Award, the
EU Rural Inspiration Award, and the Ellison Award.

ABOUT OUR WORKSHOP

The principal of St. Anne's National School in Maio, Tierworker, Kells, County Meath enthusiastically
welcomed the opportunity to take part in Biodiversity Week.

With 22 children, there was much banging and hammering as bird and bat boxes were built. The
boxes will go up around the school and local farms.
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All the children had a wonderful time and thanked us all for the opportunity to participate in
Biodiversity Week 2023. '

You can see more photos on our website here.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2023
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Biodiversity Actions Everyone Can Take

25 MAY 2023

Talk:

Biodiversity Actions Everyone Can Take
Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Claire Downey

Photo by: MARTIN NOLAN, Director
of Green Foundation Ireland

THEME

Our talk looked at the importance of supporting biodiversity and issues we are facing. We
focused on solutions and actions everyone can take to support biodiversity, with practical
tips and links for further information.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

A combination of having a background in Outdoor Education and
working in the food industry is where Rossa Cassidy's love for food
and the outdoors met. This led him to set up a farm in Glasnevin,
Dublin.

He joined the Education Department at the Rediscovery Centre in
Ballymun, Dublin and took on the role as Biodiversity Officer.

Rossa also became a member of the Ballymun Biodiversity Action
Group (BBAG), a committee set up to implement the Ballymun
Biodiversity Action Plan, the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and advising
Dublin City Council and other groups on biodiversity responsibility
on planning projects in the area, as well as helping to set up a
network of biodiversity groups in Dublin.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Claire Downey welcomed everyone to the event and introduced Rossa Cassidy, who began his talk
by sharing a bit about his background and the city farm he runs in Glasnevin. He also introduced the
Rediscovery Centre, where he currently works, describing the approaches to supporting biodiversity
including providing green spaces (roof garden, external green wall), providing habitats in the form of
boxes for birds, bug "hotels" for insects and the pond for aquatic insects, plants and animals, as well
as pollinator planting to support insect life in the garden.
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Rossa then explored in a clear and simple way eight types of biodiversity actions that everyone can
take. These include:

1. Protecting and supporting the biodiversity we already have by respecting natural
spaces, and knowing and understanding the issues.

2. Leaving areas to rewild through natural regrowth.

3. Composting using natural rather than manufactured or imported fertiliser for plant
growth, and the planting of pollinator friendly plants. The All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan is a useful resource for this.

4. Providing food, water and shelter for insects, birds and others. There are a wide
variety of bird nest boxes, feeders, bird baths, insect homes, but it is important to
consider the types of birds or insects you want to encourage as the design may
differ. Rossa encouraged everyone to make simple bird feeders from reused
materials. It is also important to remember that, once you start feeding birds, you
continue to put out food for them. Rossa also recommended collecting rainwater
and providing water for birds, bees and butterflies. He noted that older houses
typically had many gaps and holes for insects and birds to shelter in, but new homes
do not and therefore there are fewer shelters for them.

5. Organic and chemical free gardening. This ensures plants are more resilient.
Homemade compost can be very valuable for organic and chemical free gardening.
There are many approaches to chemical free gardening and it is worth trying out
different ideas like using garlic sprays, or companion planting where, for example,
garlic or chives can deter slugs from attacking other plants.

6. Create wildlife corridors. Many smaller animals require room to roam. As spaces
become increasingly built up and disconnected (due to fencing off), animals like
hedgehogs no longer have the ability to roam freely. Ensuring your garden or spaces
are connected, by creating holes or spaces through hedges or fences for them to
pass into other green spaces, helps to generate wildlife corridors.

7. Citizen Science and Reporting. Many organisations, including Birdwatch Ireland's
Garden Bird Survey, Bat Conservation Ireland's Summer Bat Count, and the
National Biodiversity Data Centre's Citizen's Science webpage, welcome citizens
submitting data on biodiversity.

8. Community Action. Finally, communities coming together to support clean-ups,
planting, biodiversity mapping, generating wildlife corridors and seed swaps all
drive the conversation and engagement in biodiversity action.

This concluded the talk, but there was a very active questions and answers session covering:

e How does a community go about developing a Biodiversity Action Plan? Community
Foundation Ireland has supported community groups to develop these plans and
may open another funding round in the future. This funding supported Ballymun Tidy
Towns to access an ecologist who developed the plan on their behalf. '
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The talk was very well received by all of those present and Rossa was thanked for his contribution.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2023
organised by Irish Environmental Network.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Bat Walk

26 MAY 2023

Walk:

Bat Walk

Held at St. Jude's Shrine, Omeath, Co. Louth
GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This bat walk, which was led by Donna Mullen, took place at St. Jude's Shrine, Ballyonan, Omeath,
County Louth.

ABOUT OUR ORGANISER

Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, Donna Mullen is a farmer, consultant
ecologist, and director of Wildlife Surveys Ireland, with an award-winning farm,
awards and placements which include the RDS Sustainable Enterprise Award, the
EU Rural Inspiration Award, and the Ellison Award.

ABOUT OUR WALK

At least 45 people attended this bat walk, with many very youn'g children who managed to
stay awake late into the night and had great fun watching the bats!
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Our walk commenced at the cycleway, with a talk and look at bat detectors, which have
recently been purchased by the local community for community usage.

After this, we watched a common pipistrelle feeding over long grass, a really good example

of showing how important No Mow May is. Then we found trees suitable for bat boxes, and
finally went to the river to see Leisler's bats and to discuss the effects of light pollution.

You can see more photos on our website here.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2023
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Bird and Bat Box Building

28 MAY 2023

Workshop:

Bird and Bat Box Building

Held at Castle Lake, Bailieborough, Co. Cavan
GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This workshop was a hands-on, practical event, which was carried out at Castle Lake, Bailieborough,
County Cavan.

ABOUT OUR ORGANISER

Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, Donna Mullen is a farmer, consultant
ecologist, and director of Wildlife Surveys Ireland, with an award-winning farm,
awards and placements which include the RDS Sustainable Enterprise Award, the
EU Rural Inspiration Award, and the Ellison Award.

ABOUT OUR WORKSHOP

Approximately 40 people took part in our bird and bat box building family day at Castle Lake in
Bailieborough, County Cavan. It was a lovely multicultural experience with many of our participants
being from Moldova.
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There was much banging and hammering, and lots of excited faces, with our youngest ever helper
being less than a year old.

It was a wonderful Sunday afternoon by the lake in the sunshine.

You can see more photos on our website here.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2023
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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GREENING THE NARRATIVE: Effective Communication of the Green Message

31 MAY 2023

Seminar:

Greening the Narrative

Held in-the Mansion House, Dublin
GFI Co-Ordinator: John Gormley

THEME

Throughout Europe and in Ireland, the greens have had many policy successes. However, many of
these achievements are often ignored or dismissed in the media and social media.

In this seminar communication experts and campaigners discuss how green messaging can be
. improved and how the greens can better inform the public and change public awareness and
consciousness.

ABOUT OUR SEMINAR

Green Foundation Ireland's Communications Manager and former Minister for the Environment,
John Gormley, co-ordinated and introduced the conversation by thanking so many people for
attending on a lovely evening for an event that promised to be both engaging and provocative.
There were so many interesting speakers focused across two panels around politics and the media.
How to get a 'green' message across, as the country faces so many difficulties, remains an ongoing
challenge.

For example, he noted that in German politics at present, there is a real problem within Government
and between various political parties like the Greens who are often cast as the 'bad guys'.
Anecdotally and very humorously, John further recalled some Green Party stereotypes back in 2007,
when he was scheduled to attend a meeting of the UN on Climate Change in Bali. The then Minister
Micheal Martin mis-heard him thinking he talked about getting back from ballet. More seriously, at
present there are growing tensions around an urban-rural divide, as we strive to address the climate
crisis which is leading to greater polarisation. Such tensions are not helped when mainstream media
like the Irish Independent r)ave headlines like 'Now 200,000 cows must be culled to hit climate
targets'. This was a front page headline for an article by Ciaran Moran (30 May 2023), which no
doubt encourages more conflict and polarisation of opinions rather than fruitful debate.

The event was moderated by journalist Alison O'Connor who is particularly interested and

knowledgeable about such issues, sparking productive discussion on the role of journalism and
media generally.
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This Green Foundation Ireland event was held in the Oak Room at Dublin's Mansion House, which is
home for Green Councillor and Lord Mayor Caraline Conroy, who is currently finishing up her term
of office. She welcomed everyone and was delighted we could all make it to her somewhat
temporary gaff and set up the debate around how to ensure green messaging is effective. Basically,
we want to ensure a better greener future for all. But to achieve this, we need to build a wider
platform and get all of society behind us, it is not good enough to let our media in particular be
dominated by bad faith actors.

The Lord Mayor's conversion to the green agenda began at an early age, recalling her early love of
The Lorax by Dr Seuss (1971), which was translated later into a very successful film that has had a
major influence on many children and adults. The story, of course, speaks for the trees, as the land
became choked with pollution and the resultant story offers us hope for the future of the world. We
have a duty to plant that seed and nurture it within society, while effective media and all forms of
communication can help in this transformation.

Minister Ossian Smyth received a text to go back to the DA3il for a vote, so he had to deliver his
message very quickly, recalling how communication of the green message remains difficult for all of
us, no matter what side of the political spectrum you come from. Basically, we have to present an
optimistic message and give people hope, avoiding blame and shame which gets us nowhere.
Following these carefully chosen words, the Minister literally had to race out of the room.

Meanwhile, Green Minister Pippa Hackett was more relaxed, while recalling a contentious Dail
debate on the Nature Restoration Law which is very topical at present. Farmers are not sure how to
respond and the debate remains so polarised that nothing moves forward. We need to keep
centred, but unfortunately the media loves conflict. Politicians have to be able to communicate
effectively with all citizens and not by simply dictating what needs to be done in the future.
Nonetheless, while many people are willing to make some sacrifices, a whole swathe of the
population don't appear to want to change. Politics of course remains the art of the possible,
making strides in the right direction is always better than pulling back.

The Minister recalled a recent visit to a small town in Offaly called Pullagh — which in Irish means a
hole in the middle of the bog — showcasing what they were doing in the village, while admitting that
there probably were no Green Party voters there. Yet everything they did smacked of green values,
with lots of recycling, water harvesting and being situated on the.greenway. The town has a
community shop and fundraise for this, while at the same time treasuring their industrial and
natural heritage. If everyone and every community did this in Ireland, the island would be fantastic.
Basically, she affirmed the old chestnut, don't let perfection be the enemy of the good, while
helping people to care through a community-focused agenda is essential. But once politicians
promote fear, this can leave the essential green agenda on the back foot and remains the easiest
emotion to get people motivated negatively. In the end, nothing is as powerful as the local
community coming together for a common cause.

Senator Malcolm Byrne of Fianna Fail from County Wexford and Spokesperson on Further and
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, jokingly recalled a story by Winston Churchill
that the opposition is over there on the other benches, but the enemy is often behind you. We all
need to address the biggest existential crisis of our time, namely climate change and biodiversity
loss. This is an ongoing concern and challenge for all political parties across the spectrum. For
instance, the suggestion that farmers are against the climate challenges ahead remains unhelpful,
it's important 'that they are seen as 'pro-environment'. It's not easy being green when you are
constantly in the red! Farming has to be sustainable, and we need to support farm families.
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The first speaker in the Media Panel was Dave Robbins, a long-time journalist who is now Director
of the Climate and Society Research Centre at Dublin City University. Communication of course is
understood as a process framed around the building of the message, which can be competitively
framed between various stakeholders. Who wins the battle to establish the dominant narrative is
often up for contestation and how it lands with audiences depends on a broad range of different
variables. '

In his research Dave has interviewed the Green Minsters and various media handlers from the last
Coalition Government about their respective communication strategies. Surprisingly he discovered
that they often did not think of media in a purely strategic manner, but alternatively in a more ad
hoc way. Working out how to improve communication, generally it's best to tailor the message for
segmented audiences and speak to them around where they are situated. You have to frame a
message that resonates with your audience and not presume they are in the same space you
inhabit. As is often asserted, citizens and stakeholders are all locked in various bubbles and echo-
chambers.

The green/environmental message needs to continually focus on positive opportunities and, as
noted several times by politicians cited above, by clear solutions to problems. Only talking about
sacrifice and difficulty can simply induce fatalism, rather than taking action. Dave spends much of his
time working with media organisations on their climate change coverage, which is also essential
from an educational perspective, and proposes that the government should fund effective climate
change journalism, which is especially needed for local media covering environmental issues. Such
long-term training remains expensive to organise across the island, but this would help increase
overall climate literacy across the media landscape. Climate science remains a fast-moving area,
while joking that often journalists are not naturally numerate, and the media, much less the
educational sector, sometimes struggle to fully understand the science. He emphasised that
environmental literacy training is constantly needed.

Another journalist Catherine Cleary who writes the 'Game Changers' column for The Irish Times,
affirmed how the 'game is not changing fast enough'. Yet recalling official government policy, we are
surprisingly good at change, mentioning the plastic bag tax levy, when there is the support of a
cohesive community behind it. Yet we appear easily frightened by even the idea of change. The
doom-driven scenario especially remains so shocking for most audiences. Why would we bother
acting in the first place, if we were simply pivoting from denial to doom, without stopping at the
most important 'doing' phase, which can actually help change the world.

For example, Scotland has a simple poster campaign on food waste, so coming up with good stories
around what we should do, as well as what we should not do, remains essential. For instance, we
need to address the vocal minority who are often against change, while recognising the media and
also politics loves a row; basically, conflict sells. Solutions are often seen as somehow boring, so
basically we need to figure out how to make otherwise boring solutions as interesting or even as
sexy as possible. '

Another example cited recalled the congestion charges debate in London, with huge objections from
various quarters, yet when it was actually put in place, the charge was easier to secure acceptance.
Democratic politics needs to act strong; strengthening the spine of consensus and not expecting to
please everyone all of the time. At the same time, recalling the Irish comic Colm O'Regan, who
quipped that telling farmers, who do a physically hard job, that they are simply wrong, does not
work and green messaging needs more positive and realistic alternatives.
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While Pat Leahy, political correspondent with The Irish Times, recalled another more unsavoury
politician from a previous age in the UK, namely Enoch Powell, who affirmed that politicians
complaining about media is like a ship's captain complaining about the sea! Our job in the media is
to report critically and fairly about the issues, and certainly not becoming an arm of government.

There is a real political argument however around how environmental green issues can be resolved
and paid for, most especially focusing on the pace and design of measures to counteract the global
environmental crisis. Consequently, our job in the media is to report on political wrangling around
climate action. Of course, he admitted that we give more attention to where there are rows,
accepting that people are more interested in such news, rather than policy, which in turn sells
newspapers! But Pat appeared to justify this since it's through the rows that you can define yourself
in policy terms.

While getting a dig in regarding how the Green movement has been 'the boy who cried wolf too
often’, at the same time joking nonetheless that 'the feckin' wolf usually turns up in the end.' He
believes that Green Party politicians need to constantly make their case fairly before the public and
notes that Rural Independents appear to reserve special vitriol for rural Greens — probably realising
that the green message, if it is communicated effectively, might manage to threaten their own seats.

A Master's student and journalist Rosalind Skillen, who writes for the Belfast Telegraph, spoke of a
growing communication crisis around climate change. As journalists and communicators we need to
constantly break down the issues, insinuating that many people for example don't know what the
‘circular economy' is, much less what 'net zero' means, or how to visualise carbon, is well beyond
most people's comprehension. We need to make such issues and debates more accessible and
always focus on how local campaigns and solutions can be embraced. Local green stories for
example around cutting trees are relatively easy to get audiences engaged, while focusing on the co-
benefits of climate and economy is much more acceptable. Certainly, we should use the economic
and especially the health angle to climate change to get across powerful political messages which
resonate across all audiences.

Finally, Tom Molloy, Director of Communication with the Green Party, gave the meeting his
perspective on the issues. He began by querying how can it be the case that in almost every country
in the West, the climate crisis is high in citizens' recognition, yet polling figures show greens still not
doing very well. One wonders, he suggests, is this because voters tend to vote for optimistic people
and Green Party policy and politicians tend to be more pessimistic regarding the future of the
planet. Or maybe it's because we don't tell stories simply enough, or provide solutions which appear
to be both technocratic and overly complex.

Political parties, including those green-leaning ones, should learn from journalists and tell stories
that speak directly to audiences. We should accept for instance that sometimes talking about one
person and their problems can be more effective than using big global human stories. Finally, being
somewhat counter-intuitive | suppose, he asserted that what works in one country may not work in
another. Many countries like America and Germany are really affected by climate change at present,
but in Ireland, we don't apparently have to worry about it as urgently. Furthermore, he concludes
somewhat provocatively, we are too polite in the Green movement, we let people off too easily and
don't call people out enough for the 'lies' they tell. Yet, from a communications perspective,
pointing the finger at people who for instance drive SUVs or go on long haul flights can be
counterproductive.
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These very engaging and provocative brief comments by politicians and media commentators were
followed by an equally engaging Question and Answer session. Discussion focused on the perennial
media dilemma: why should Greens be offered assistance by the mass media to do their political
job, while acknowledging several times that the media circus is almost like a 'Punch and Judy' show,
with different parties and stakeholders pitted against each other. Such tensions are particularly
exacerbated, it is claimed, across online media platforms, and in response there was a powerful call
for more funding for public service and more diverse media output, together with dedicated funding
for journalist environmental training.

Finally, it was queried, how well informed are journalists regarding the climate, with the response
that there are lots of different types of journalism which all need to be catered for. Certainly, there
is a place for advocacy within journalism, but most panellists seemed to concur with Dave Robbins'
call for more training and environmental literacy across the board. All in all, the media and especially
-politicians need to be conscious of their responsibilities in speaking to a broad audience, who don't
necessary understand or buy into the climate agenda.

You can access our videos of the seminar here.
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OCEAN ACTIVISM

7 JUNE 2023

Talk:

Ocean Activism

Held Online by Zoom

GFl Co-Ordinator: Ciaran Monahan

THEME

During this talk, we explored the question of what does it really mean to be an ocean activist? It all
starts with one small action, and a passion to protect what we love.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Declan McMenamin has been the Northern Ireland Regional Rep
for Surfers Against Sewage for the past 5 years. His first surf lesson
in 2005 on a beautiful beach in County Donegal was the start of his
surfing journey. Living in County Down it was difficult to go surfing as
much as he would have liked, but the more he surfed the more he
became aware of the plastic pollution problem.

He came across Surfers Against Sewage while doing some research,
and signed up to become a member and donate to the charity before
taking on .the role of a Regional Rep for Northern Ireland. He
organised Surfers Against Sewage NI presence at the COP26 protest
in Belfast, and also a Water Quality Protest in April 2022 alongside 11
other protests throughout the UK as part of the National Day of
Action and the End Sewage Pollution Campaign.

Two years ago he moved, with his family, to County Sligo to continue
his surfing journey in earnest and to continue spreading the message
of protection of our seas and coastline.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Ciaran welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Declan McMenamin, who began his talk by
explaining to us a little of his background and how he became involved with Surfers Against
Sewage, a UK maritime conservation NGO which was established 30 years ago as a response from
the surfing community to the shocking state of the coastline. They continue to be active against
sewage and plastic pollution in the sea and campaign for o¢ean conservation.

- 58 —



f GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
& (Not Having a Share Capital)

Declan first became involved in surfing in Donegal. He soon became aware of widespread plastic and
sewage pollution and joined Surfers Against Sewage. Declan is one of several Regional Reps for
Northern Ireland and was involved in the team that Surfers Against Sewage sent to COP 26 in
Glasgow.

The impetus for activism for himself and others was experiencing the degradation of the ocean by
raw sewage and plastic, spoiling something everyone should be able to enjoy.

Originally from Northern Ireland, Declan has recently moved to County Sligo and is exploring options
for a whole island basis for his activism, particularly as Surfers Against Sewage is focussed more on
the South of England and many activities are not relevant to Northern Ireland.

Declan referenced surfing and seawater swimming as being very beneficial for mental health and
well-being, particularly for young people.

Surfers Against Sewage have a magazine called Pipeline and their website gives ideas for events such
as Beach Clinics, Plastic Free Schools and Beach Clean-Ups, and they advocate for plastic free
communities.

In particular, Declan gave an impassioned example of pollution in Lough Neagh where 40 per cent of
Northern Ireland's water is sourced. Surfers Against Sewage organised paddle outs in Lough Neagh,
which is extremely polluted with sewage — a mixture of blue algae, farm run-off and sewage. This
has left many dead wildlife, including dogs and swans. Unfortunately, Northern Ireland Water is
ignoring the problem and saying it is algae bloom due to the heat.

Many thanks to Declan for a very interesting and informative talk.

There was a lively Question and Answer session at the end and great input from the very engaged
participants who outlined their own experience of swimming in sewage, etc. Suggestions were made
by some participants about ways people can become active via existing organisations:

Clean Coasts, part of An Taisce, is focused on coastal and marine litter. It
encourages the formation of local groups and/or coastal clean-ups.
https://cleancoasts.org/

Coastwatch — participate in "citizen science" in autumn surveys of the coast for
marine litter and biodiversity. Test water inflows from land to sea for nitrates.
https://www.coastwatch.org/all-ireland-survey

Explore Your Shore — free online courses on sea and coastal life run by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre. There are also several surveys that ordinary citizens can
do at any time. https://exploreyourshore.ie/

FreshWater Watch (UK-based, but also have locations in Ireland) — test fresh water
for nitrates and phosphates using kits they provide. €600 funding available for
groups via ChangeX. https://www.changex.org/ie/freshwater-watch/

You can access our video of the talk here.
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CORAL REEF TIME MACHINE: Using Past Reefs to Determine Their Future

5 JULY 2023

Talk:

Coral Reef Time Machine

Held Online by Zoom

GFl Co-Ordinator: Ciaran Monahan

THEME

Coral Reefs are home to over 25% of all ocean diversity. However, they are increasingly facing
pressures from overfishing, climate change, sea level rise, and more environmental factors.

To better understand how reefs might fare in the coming century, we looked to understand how
reefs have coped with ever changing environments over the last few thousand years.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Mike Hynes is currently an Early Stage Researcher with 4D-
REEF (EU Horizon 2020/Marie Sklodowska-Curie) and a PhD
Candidate at the Universitiet van Amsterdam. Originally from
Canada, he received a BSc in Geology in 2012 from the
University of Calgary, followed by an MSc in Palaeobiology in
2019 from the University of Bristol.

Though his background is Palaeontology-based, Mike also
worked for three years at the Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute in Panama on past and present reefs of the Caribbean,
learning how they have changed over timescales from years to
millennia. The same techniques now form the basis of his
current research in the Indo-Pacific region, an area of very high
coral diversity.

ABOUT OUR TALK

After welcoming everyone to our event, Ciaran introduced Mike Hynes who began by first
familiarising us with the biology and life cycle of corals, and with the development and growth of
reef systems as a whole. The role of sea level rise was shown, and how reef systems can either rise
with the eater levels which leads to new growth, or fall beneath. Mike explained the different types
of corals and their part in reef building. The role that coral reefs play in biodiversity was emphasised,
and pictures demonstrated the difference between healthy and damaged reef systems. Examples of
reef systems in the real world were given.
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Mike then brought up the subject matter of his research, which is how taking vertical cores of coral
reef seabed can inform us about the historical health and development of the reef system. In a
video, he demonstrated the tools and process through which cores are taken. Pictures showed the
results of his investigation in the form of coral identification. Mike emphasised the importance of
collaboration — as well as work integrating local people was of benefit for research, their
understanding of the local ecosystem was a great advantage in his work.

Information was also given on threats to reef systems, such as bleaching, which, caused by
temperature increase and increased stress of corals, brings about a breakdown in the symbiotic
relationship between the coral and algae.

Questions from attendees were very engaged, relating primarily to successful conservation efforts
for coral reefs throughout the world. However, one questioner asked if Mike ever meets dangerous
sharks during the course of his work — he replied that he's seen loads and loads of sharks, but there
are only two species that are aggressive, although all will be so if cornered.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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ANTIBIOTICS IN SURFACE WATERS: The Irish Scenario

9 AUGUST 2023

Talk:

Antibiotics in Surface Waters
Held Online by Zoom

GFlI Co-Ordinator: Claire Downey

THEME

Antibiotics, during manufacture, as well as administration to human patients and livestock, enter
surface waters worldwide. This antibiotic pollution of the environment can lead to both ecological
damage, and resistance development in environmental bacteria.

This talk looked at antibiotic resistance development risks in the environment and the resulting
human health risks. It covered how antibiotic pollution and bacterial resistance occurs, problems
arising in Ireland and potential solutions to reducing pollution and resistance from developing.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

A Researcher and Events Co-Ordinator with Green Foundation lreland,
Ciaran Monahan is a postdoctoral researcher in University College Dublin,
his research thus far focussing on antibiotic resistance development risks
in the environment and the resulting human health risks. Having
graduated in zoology from UCD, he has a particular interest in wildlife,
creativity and education, and has completed a study for Green
Foundation Ireland on sustainability assessment in the Leaving
Certificate.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Claire Downey welcomed everyone to our talk and introduced Ciaran Monahan, who began by
explaining that antibiotic resistance occurs especially in pathogenic bacteria, and refers to a reduced
response to antibiotic intervention by bacteria. It increases mortality as the resistant strains of
bacteria are three times more likely to cause death or impairment. It complicates medical
procedures and places pressure on health services, and increases cost to the economy due to lost
productivity in workplace, medical expenses and more. Antibiotic resistant bacteria are predicted to
be a leading cause of death worldwide in 2050 — and are currently responsible for 200 deaths per
year in Ireland.
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Resistance develops in bacteria through contact with antibiotics over time. Antibiotics are used in
large quantities throughout the world in both human and animal healthcare, and the quantities used
are growing globally, primarily for agricultural purposes and also medicinally in developing countries
(although usage levels are static in the US and Europe). it was highlighted that no new antibiotics
have been discovered in quite some time, meaning that once these stop working due to resistance,
there are limited other options.

Antibiotics can pollute waters through:

e Effluent from manufacturing processes, which can lead to high levels of antibiotics
in waterways. This is a particular problem in developing countries where many
antibiotics are produced.

e Wastewater from humans treated with antibiotics, which then pass into
wastewater treatment plants, which typically do not have adequate means to fully
treat antibiotics. Worse still, wastewater treatment plants — due to high levels of
antibiotics ~ can actually exacerbate antibiotic resistance. Finally, where
wastewater treatment plant sludge is used as fertiliser, which can often occur in
Ireland, antibiotics are returned to the field via the sludge and in turn washed back
into waterways.

e Manure excreted by animals treated with antibiotics, and this being washed into
waterways directly from the field or due to manure being landspread. '

® Direct disposal.

Antibiotics in waterways can cause a number of problems including further development of
antibiotic resistance in bacteria, allergic reactions and digestive issues (as they affect gut bacteria)
for swimmers, can disturb the food chain due to growth of algae/cyanobacteria and interrupt
photosynthesis. Ciaran pointed out that data shows 15 antibiotics have been detected in Irish
waters of which 5 in high concentrations.

Resistant bacteria have been found in Irish rivers, lakes, coastal waters and pristine areas that are
not directly impacted by runoff, showing the extent to which this has proliferated in natural
systems. High resistance levels and multi resistance in bacteria have been found. Resistance to
penicillin is widespread.

Methods for managing or reducing antibiotic resistance development and antibiotic pollution
include:

e Regular monitoring of water bodies for resistant bacteria and antibiotic residue
levels.

e Ensuring individuals finish antibiotic courses fully and more stringent prescribing
practices.

® Proper disposal pathways for antibiotics, e.g. drug takeback schemes.

e Storage of animal manure during which certain antibiotics break down to tackle
agricultural-antibiotics.

e Reducing untreated release of wastewater.
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o Treatmient of hospital wastewater separately or additionally to municipal
treatment.

e Municipal wastewater sludge treatment through membrane bioreactors or other
treatments.

Many questions were asked and the talk was very well received by all of those present. Ciaran was
thanked for his contribution. :

You can access our video of the talk here.
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WHAT IS A POCKET FOREST AND WHY DO WE NEED THEM?

20 SEPTEMBER 2023

Talk:

Ocean Activism

Held Online by Zoom

GFl Co-Ordinator: Ciaran Monahan

THEME

Pocket Forests is an award-winning social enterprise working to reconnect people living in urban
areas with nature. A large part of its focus is on marginalised communities. They plant native Irish
trees and shrubs in small spaces making pockets of high density forests in urban environments
together with the local community.

This talk explored the work done and the principles by which Pocket Forests operates, as well as
giving advice to people who wished to create healthy green spaces in their homes or communities.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Catherine Cleary is co-founder of Pocket Forests and has
almost three decades' experience as a journalist and author.
She is ambitious about developing strategic partnerships in
environmental action with real impacts which create a just
transition to a more sustainable world.

She has created several podcasts and written four books.
Catherine writes a weekly column for The Irish Times, which
you can find here.

' ABOUT OUR TALK

Ciaran Monahan welcomed everyone to our talk and introduced Catherine Cleary. Catherine told us
how her journey began, in that her locality had the lowest area of green space per person in the city.
During the COVID lockdown, she noticed the dearth of nature and wildlife in her area. Her locality,
due to recent population growth and urbanisation, has less than 1 square metre per person, the
WHO recommendation being that there be 9 square metres of green space per person. Ireland's
forestry situation is low and lack of nature is significant; even considering all the forests in the
country, very few of those are native, and most are commercial. Because of this, Pocket Forests was
established.
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Urban greenery has a positive impact on mental health: touching trees can cause an observed drop
in cortisol levels, suggesting relaxation. Catherine emphasised the value of these benefits in a time

when mental health challenges are soaring. She recommended the book Reconnection: Fixing our

Broken Relationship with Nature (Pelagic Publishing, 2023) by Miles Richardson, who is Professor of

Human Factors and Nature Connectedriess at the University of Derby in the UK, where he founded

the Nature Connectedness Research Group.

Catherine continued by giving tips about the most successful methods for tree planting. The best
approach is to plant young trees, and in groups of three or more, creating better root systems,
which lessens risk of storm damage, and can absorb more ‘water, than the typical model. She
mentioned that the emissions for transporting and planting trees in cities mean that it takes several
years for them to offset their carbon footprint, so it is essential that trees, once planted, survive and
thrive.

Catherine went on to discuss the difference between pocket forests and typical tree planting in
Ireland. These differences include the use of repurposed materials to simulate natural conditions,
and the planting of native trees close together. One important reason planting native trees is
important is that they flower, drop fruits, and drop leaves, at the right time for native soil and
wildlife.

Pocket Forests continues to engage with communities and families to help develop their
understanding of ecosystems that will last and benefit communities. Catherine finished the talk by
showing us examples of positive project outcomes, based in schools, private homes, and parks, and
the good work that Pocket Forests has done throughout the country.

You can access our video of the talk here.

— 66 —



GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

OCEAN WARMING AND MARINE BIODIVERSITY

2 NOVEMBER 2023

Seminar:

Ocean Warming and Marine Biodiversity
Held in-the Mansion House, Dublin

GFI Co-Ordinator: Nuala Ahern

Photo by: MARTIN NOLAN, Director
of Green Foundation Ireland

THEME

Climate change is affecting earth's oceans, with ocean warming reaching alarming levels. Marine
warming in the North Atlantic has increased by 5 degrees this year according to UK based scientists.
This has put at risk the survival of kelp forests, which play a crucial role as a home for marine
biodiversity around Ireland, Great Britain and Europe's Atlantic coast.

The ocean has absorbed 90% of the extra heat added to the atmosphere by burning fossil fuels.
Ocean ecosystems produce half the oxygen we breathe, represent 95% of the planet's biosphere
and soak up carbon dioxide, as the world's largest carbon sink.

The UN Ocean Treaty was signed early this year in New York, as nations finally took action to reverse
marine biodiversity loss and tackle climate change affecting the oceans and its fish stocks. The
Treaty-aims to place 30% of the seas into Marine Protected areas by 2030, to try to reverse marine
biodiversity loss. Ireland has planned a number of Marine Protected Areas around the coast of
Ireland and detailed legislation is in process. While this is welcome, the crisis is deepening and more
needs to be done.

ABOUT OUR SEMINAR

The National Maritime Museum of Ireland is a beautiful and unusual venue,
and was picked for this seminar because of the marine theme of the event.

Chairperson Nuala Ahern welcomed attendees and opened the seminar with a
tribute to Dr John de Courcy Ireland, one of the founding members of the
original Maritime Museum in 1959. He also campaigned successfully for the
restoration of Mariners' Church, the current home to the Museum.

Nuala then introduced the speakers in turn.
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Grace O'Sullivan MEP, a former Greenpeace activist and Irish surf
champion, is from Tramore in County Waterford. Having joined
Greenpeace at the age of 21, she spent the next 20 years travelling
the seas and oceans of the world, taking part in actions for peace and
climate justice. She was a crew member of the Rainbow Warrior when
it was bombed by the French Foreign Intelligence Service in 1985 in
New Zealand. She is now an Irish MEP, working with the Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries (PECH) Committee, and the Environment (ENVI)
Committee of the European Parliament.

Grace spoke about the Marine Treaty, which aims to place 30% of the seas into Marine Protected
Areas by 2030 to try to reverse marine biodiversity loss. Ireland has planned a number of Marine
Protected Areas around the coast of Ireland and these urgently need to be brought into being. She
reminded us that Ireland's Marine Institute this year reported that we are reaching the limit of how
much excess heat the ocean can absorb. Grace will continue to fight in the European Parliament for
Marine Protected Areas and nature restoration.

Karin Dubsky is an experienced member of the environmental NGO
community, post graduate scientist researcher, consultant and teacher. A
marine-ecologist at Trinity College Dublin, she is notable as an
environmental activist, co-ordinator and co-founder of Coastwatch
Europe. Karin's research work and practical citizen science projects range
from nature, especially wetland protection, waste, oil and litter
prevention and control, to coastal zone management and better
application of environmental law.

Karin gave a lively talk using props such as seaweed, coastal flotsam and
jetsam. She stressed the importance of wetland protection and coastal
zone_management, and how vital it is to protect the biodiversity of the
kelp forests surrounding Ireland's shores. Her energy and enthusiasm for
communicating and teaching about the plant and animal life of our seas and shores was palpable,
and informed by her experience as a scientist, teacher and marine-ecologist. She spoke of her
continuous work to prevent raw sewage pollution and the campaign for better treatment of sewage,
and how important it is to keep our bathing waters free of pollutants so our children could grow up
enjoying the seas around our shores.

Dr Donal Griffin is the Marine Policy Officer with the Fair Seas
coalition campaign in Ireland. With a strong background in
marine biology and ecology, he leads on policy issues such as
Marine Protected Areas, sustainable fisheries, offshore
renewable energy and spatial planning. Donal has a wealth of
policy experience from the UK, Northern Ireland and Ireland
and he is also a co-ordinator of the Irish Basking Shark Group.
Donal sits on the UK Ocean Decade Committee and has
represented Ireland at the UN Ocean Youth Forum.
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Donal gave us an informative insight into the need for Marine Protected Areas and his experience of
working with the implementation of Marine Protected Areas in the UK. Fair Seas aims to have 30%
of Ireland's ocean territory to be fully protected by 2030.

Donal has provided his presentation slides to accompany this report.

Dr Saule Akhmetkaliyeva is a postdoctoral research fellow at University
College Dublin, where she works in the Blue Carbon Lab. Her research focuses
on organic geochemistry, with extensive experience in polar and coastal
environments. As part of the BlueC project at UCD, Saule investigates the
drivers of carbon accumulation in Ireland's blue carbon ecosystems.

Saule presented the work of the Blue Carbon project on coastal wetland
ecosystems. Tidal saltmarshes, seagrass beds and their ecology provide
numerous benefits and services including protection from storm surge and sea-level rise, erosion
prevention along shorelines, and habitat provision which are essential for climate adaptation and
resilience. They also remove large amounts of the greenhouse gas CO; from the atmosphere. This
carbon sequestered in coastal vegetated habitats has been termed "Blue Carbon".

Saule has provided her presentation slides to accompany this report.

Overview of Seminar 1to r: Nuala Ahern, Saule Akhmetkaliyeva with
Cllr Tom Kivlehan and Minister Ossian Smyth

There was thirty minute Q and A session at the end of the evening, with a very engaged and
interested participation of the attendees and informed responses from the presenters. Nuala
thanked those who came out on such a cold autumn night to address the topic, as well as each of
the speakers for their presentations.

You can access our videos of the seminar here.
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