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" GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
(Not Having a Share Capital)

DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December2022

The directors present their annual report and the statutory financial statements for the year ended
31 December 2022.

The financial statements are prepared in accordance with:

e Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice
applicable to charities preparing their financial statements in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of treland (Charities
SORP - FRS 102);

e The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland
(FRS 102); and

e Irish statute comprising the Companies Act 2014.

The Directors' Report contains the information required to be provided in the Trustees' Annual Report
under the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) guidelines. The directors of the company are
also charity trustees for the purpose of charity law and under the company's constitution are known as
members of the Board of Directors.

In this report the directors of Green Foundation Ireland Company Limited by Guarantee ("Green
Foundation Ireland” or "GFI") present a summary of its purpose, governance, activities,
achievements and finances for the financial year ended 31 December 2022.

VISION, MISSION, VALUES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

Vision
Our vision is for a future where humans live on planet earth sustainably and in harmony with the
natural world.

Mission
Our mission is to share knowledge that is based on science and scientific research about:

¢ how the natural environment provides all the essentials without which humans could
not survive, for example, air, water, the sun, the wind, soil, plants, minerals, the climate,
biodiversity, and sources for energy;

e how to live within planetary limits by reconciling and regulating economic and
commercial interests with protection of the natural world.

Values
Our values:

* Inclusiveness — we work hard to be truly inclusive in all aspects of our activities.

e Accountable — we are accountable to our funders and the public, and to anybody else
with an interest in our activities.

e Collaborative — we work in a collegial manner with our members and stakeholders.
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DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2022 (Continued)

VISION, MISSION, VALUES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY (Continued)

Objectives

GFI has a vision of sustainable transformation that will give Ireland a leading role in responding to
the environmental challenges of the 21st century, creating prosperity for people, protecting Irish
wildlife and their habitats, and enabling a resilient response to climate change.

Strategy
Under our current Strategic Plan, GFl aims to achieve this vision by:

e educating and informing the public about how environmental challenges such as
climate change, loss of biodiversity and environmental degradation impact on all of
us in Ireland;

e generating public support for a sustainable society and economy that provides
prosperity for people, protects Irish wildlife and habitats and enables a resilient
response to climate change;

e supporting the transition to a low-carbon society and a green energy transition on
an all-island basis.
To do this effectively, GFI delivers educational programmes and events including seminars and
summer schools, works in community partnerships on practical and effective projects supporting
smart, sustainable and resilient European economies, engages with the arts and sciences to create a
new environmental narrative, and collaborates with like-minded local, national and international
communities and organisations.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Structure

Green Foundation Ireland, which was founded in 2012, is a company incorporated under the
Companies Act 2014 and is limited by guarantee. The governance of Green Foundation Ireland is
conducted in accordance with its Constitution. The company is exempt from using the word
"Limited" under Section 1180 of the Companies Act 2014.

Green Foundation ireland is governed and directed by a voluntary Board which comprises people
with varied backgrounds and skill sets. Its function is to provide leadership, develop strategy,
formulate effective policies and oversee their implementation, ensure good governance and
financial control. The Board is provided with regular financial and operational information. In
between Board meetings, the Management Team oversees the activities of GFl.

Governance

In accordance with the changes in the Companies Act 2014, the company has filed all relevant
documentation with the Regulators of the Companies Registration Office, the Charities Regulatory
Authority and the Revenue Commissioners. The Board's commitment to governance is reflected in
the emphasis on transparency, accountability, effectiveness and on value for money in all aspects of
its work.
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DIRECTORS' REPORT
for the year ended 31 December 2022 (Continued)

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT (Continued)

Management
The Board reviews the annual budget and receives regular updates between actual performance
and budget.

The Board has determined a formal schedule of matters for which its approval is specifically
required including the use of the company seal.

The Board of Green Foundation Ireland met on three occasions during the financial year. The agenda
for each meeting contains a requirement for a formal disclosure by each director of any conflict of
interest or loyalty on any matter noted on the agenda. The agenda for Board meetings will typically
include: review of latest detailed management accounts; Management Team's report on activities
including progress report on strategic plan targets; updates from Board Sub-Committee; review on a
rotational basis of the top 5 risks from the Risk Register; and correspondence addressed to the
Board and all correspondence on legal matters.

Composition of the Board and Board Appointments Process
There are currently eight members of the Board of Directors who are drawn from a broad range of
backgrounds.

Directors are appointed for a term of three years at the end of which they may seek re-election at
the annual general meeting.

The Board reviews applications for Board membership.

Newly appointed Board members participate in an induction programme which outlines their roles
and responsibilities as a Board member.

Committees of the Board and Terms of Reference

There is one sub-committee of the Board — the Education Sub-Committee, which was appointed by
the Board to assist in the planning of educational events. This Sub-Committee meets as is necessary
to deal with ongoing projects.

Profiles of the Board Members and Management Team
The profiles of Board members and management team are available on the company's website at
www.greenfoundationireland.ie.

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY AND BUSINESS REVIEW

The principal activity of the company is to aim to create understanding of how climate change and
environmental degradation impacts negatively on people's lives, in Ireland and elsewhere. The
company promotes education and research in areas of ecology, biodiversity, climate change and
ecological sustainability and promulgates this information for the benefit of the community using all
media formats.
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR

In 2022, we held ten extremely successful events — eight of which took place online, one was in-
person, and one was hybrid (in-person and online). These consisted of the following:

e Climate-Smart Gardening
e Building a Positive Narrative Around Farmers and the Environment
e Weaving a Patchwork Quilt of Hope Around the Globe
e Pine Martens in Ireland
e Biodiversity Week:
—~ Why Pollinators Matter
— From Beluga Whales to Steller Sea Lions
— Virtual Bat Box Building
Farm Walk
e Rethinking Demand: Reality and Opportunity
Do Healthy Earthworms = Healthy Soils?

As always at our events, including those held online, time was allowed to have discussion and
interaction between the attendees and the panel of speakers at all of these events which will no
doubt lead to important impacts for the wider community.

Details of all these events (including reports, videos and photographs where appropriate), as well as
our events held in previous years, are available on the Events Section of our website here.

In addition during 2022 we made a submission to the Citizen's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss,
which included a video by Colin Stafford-Johnson.

We also organised a visit from Jan Philipp Albrecht (the co-president of the Heinrich BSll Foundation
in Germany) and René Boll (son of Heinrich Boll) to Ireland, which took in the University of Limerick,
the Heinrich Bo6ll Cottage in Achill, Belfast, and Dublin. This resulted in the publication of a booklet
by GFl "Reconnecting with Béll — An Irish Journey". We look forward to further collaboration with
the Heinrich Boll Foundation in the future.

Our module on Soils and Soil Stewardship for Transition Year Students was distributed nationally
to all Transition Year Co-Ordinators in Secondary Schools and there was very good feedback from
the Co-Ordinators.

We also completed a consultation paper on the proposed new Leaving Certificate subject on Climate
Change to ensure that Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is included in this subject.

Education is key to empowering young people to make a difference in their world and education is
central to creating the changes needed for sustainable development to become a reality which has

the potential to benefit all of society.

GFI uses the Eco Eye series as a teaching and learning platform for ESD by indexing and in other
ways making individual programmes more accessible in short bites on our website.

-6 —
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for the year ended 31 December 2022 (Continued)

ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR (Continued)

GFI continues to communicate the already existing resources on the GFl website to a much wider
audience of both committed green activists and the interested wider public.

These resources can also be used by educators as part of their curriculum subject development in
second level and further education. The GFI website is also available to all students and we are
raising awareness of this at a national level.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of our Board and Management
Team, as well as to all our supporters, who have all contributed so much to our successful year on a
voluntary basis. We are looking forward to the challenges that the coming year will bring.

Our Annual Report on Activities for the year is set out on pages 24 to 50.

RESULTS AND FINANCIAL REVIEW

The results for the financial year are set out on page 15 and additional notes are provided showing
income and expenditure in greater detail.

RESERVES POSITION AND POLICY

Total reserves at the end of the financial year were €32,879 (2021: €22,003).

The directors review the level of unrestricted reserves to be held in conjunction with its annual
budget. The Board aims to maintain its total unrestricted reserves level at six months office
operating costs and also allow for unexpected funding shortfalls.

PRINCIPAL RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES

Green Foundation Ireland's funding is based on on-going applications for funding to such
organisations as Green European Foundation (GEF) and the Irish Environmental Network (IEN).

Apart from IEN from whom the foundation was granted core funding during the year, all funding
was on a project by project basis. The possibilities of new sources of funding are continuously under
review.

COVID Pandemic

At the time of approving the financial statements, the company is exposed to the continuing effects
of the COVID pandemic, though these are much reduced. The principal effects are on operational
activities.

The company is operating throughout the pandemic with an aim to continue to meet the needs of
our members, to preserve the livelihood and well-being of our employees, and to ensure the
financial stability of the organisation.
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS AND PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

In 2023 we are continuing to work towards the achievement of our strategic priorities as set out in
our Strategic Plan 2021-2023. The Board of Green Foundation Ireland is committed to building a
society which is integrated, effective, outcome-driven and accountable.

DIRECTORS AND THEIR INTERESTS

The current list of Board members is set out under Company Information on page 2.

COMPLIANCE WITH SECTOR-WIDE LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS

The company engages pro-actively with legislation, standards and codes which are developed for
the not-for-profit sector in Ireland.

Green Foundation Ireland subscribes to and is compliant with the following:

e The Companies Act 2014;
e The Charities SORP (FRS 102);
e The Charities Regulatory Authority's statutory requirements and Governance Code.

In addition the company is a member of The Wheel, the Irish Environmental Network (IEN), the
Environmental Pillar, the Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL), and Coalition 2030, as well as
being affiliated to the Green European Foundation (GEF).

TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING DIRECTORS

There were no contracts or transactions in relation to the business of the foundation in which the
directors had any interest at any time during the year ended 31 December 2022.

VOLUNTEERS

Green Foundation Ireland is dependent on a network of volunteers for many of its fundraising and
sponsorship activities. The dedication and commitment by all of these people is greatly appreciated
by the directors. It is not possible to place a monetary value on this voluntary effort but it is
essential to enable the foundation to achieve its objectives.

ACCOUNTING RECORDS

The directors acknowledge their responsibility under Sections 281 to 285 of the Companies Act 2014
to keep accounting records for the company. To this end, a part-time bookkeeper was employed.
The books and records are kept at the company's registered office at 25 Portobello Road, Dublin,
D08 C2N6.
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STATEMENT ON RELEVANT AUDIT INFORMATION
In the case of each of the persons who are directors at the time the Directors' Report and Financial
Statements are approved:

{(a) So far as the director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the
company's statutory auditors are unaware; and

(b) Each director has taken all steps appropriate to make themselves aware of any relevant
audit information and to establish that the company's statutory auditors are aware of
that information.

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of Section
330 of the Companies Act 2014.

GOING CONCERN

Based on the results for the year, the year-end financial position and the approved budget for
2023/2024, the Board believes that the company has adequate resources to continue in operational
existence for the foreseeable future (at least twelve months from the date of approval of the financial
statements for the year ended 31 December 2022).

EVENTS AFTER THE BALANCE SHEET DATE

There have been no events after the end of the reporting period that require any adjustment to, or
additional disclosure in, the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2022.

AUDITORS

The auditors, Hayden Brown, Chartered Accountants, have indicated their willingness to continue in
office in accordance with Section 383(2) of the Companies Act 2014.

Approved by the Board of Directors on 11 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

/?ew D eomtt /%65%%’0

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director
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STATEMENT OF DIRECTORS' RESPONSIBILITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2022

The directors are responsible for preparing the financial statements in accordance with applicable
law and regulations.

Irish company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year.
Under the law, the directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with
FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" ("relevant
financial reporting framework"). Under company law, the directors must not approve the financial
statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and
financial position of the company as at the financial year end date and of the net income and
expenditure of the company for the financial year and otherwise comply with the Companies Act
2014,

In preparing those financial statements, the directors are required to:
e select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;
e make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

e state whether the financial statements have been prepared in accordance with
the relevant financial reporting framework, identify those standards, and note
the effect and the reasons for any material departure from those standards; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is
inappropriate to presume that the company will continue in operation.

The directors are responsible for ensuring that the company keeps or causes to be kept adequate
accounting records which correctly explain and record the transactions of the company, enable at
any time the assets, liabilities, financial position and net income and expenditure of the company to
be determined with reasonable accuracy, enable them to ensure that the financial statements and
Directors' Report comply with the Companies Act 2014 and enable the financial statements to be
audited. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Legislation in Ireland governing the preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ

from legislation in other jurisdictions. The directors are responsible for the maintenance and
integrity of the corporate and financial information included on the company's website.

Approved by the Board of Directors on 11 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

%ﬁw /ﬁ{f@eﬂm’#/ //‘}/&C? o

Eileen McDermott lartin Nolan
Director Director
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Green Foundation Ireland Company Limited by
Guarantee for the year ended 31 December 2022 which comprise the Statement of Financial
Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Statement of Cash Flows and the related notes to the financial
statements, including significant accounting policies set out in note 1. The financial reporting
framework that has been applied in their preparation is Irish law and FRS 102 "The Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland"” issued in the United Kingdom by
the Financial Reporting Council.

In our opinion the financial statements:

e give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and financial position of the company
as at 31 December 2022 and of its surplus for the year then ended;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" as applied with regard to the
Charities SORP; and

¢ have been properly prepared in accordance with applicable legal requirements

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland) (ISAs)
(Ireland)) and applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are
independent of the charity in accordance with ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of
financial statements in Ireland, including the Ethical Standard for Auditors (Ireland) issued by the
Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA), and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the directors’ use of the going concern
basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to
events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Company’s
ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from the date when the
financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the directors with respect to going concern are
described in the relevant sections of this report.

- 11 -



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE (Continued)

Other information

The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the
information included in the annual report other than the financial statements and our Auditor's
Report thereon. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and,
except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of
assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other
information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with
the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears
to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material misstatement in the
financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we
have performed, we conclude that this gives rise to a material misstatement of this other
information; we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2014
Based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit, we report that:

e in our opinion, the information given in the Directors' Report is consistent with the
financial statements;

e in our opinion, the Directors' Report has been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Companies Act 2014.

We have obtained all the information and explanations which we consider necessary for the
purpose of our audit.

In our opinion the accounting records of the company were sufficient to permit the financial
statements to be readily and properly audited and the financial statements are in agreement with
the accounting records.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

Based on the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the
course of the audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the Directors' Report. The
Companies Act 2014 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion, the disclosures of directors'
remuneration and transactions required by sections 305 to 312 of the Act are not made. We have
nothing to report in this regard.

- 12 -



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE (Continued)

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

Respective responsibilities of directors for the financial statements

As explained more fully in the Statement of Directors' Responsibilities set out on page 10, the
directors are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and being satisfied that
they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as they determine is necessary to enable
the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatements, whether due to
fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company's
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and
using the going concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the
company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's
Report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (Ireland) will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is set out in the
Appendix to our Auditor's Report. The description forms part of our Auditor's Report.

The purpose of our audit work and to whom we owe our responsibilities

Our report is made solely to the company's members, as a body, in accordance with section 391 of
the Companies Act 2014. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
company's members those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's Report and for
no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility
to anyone other than the company and the company's members, as a body, for our audit work, for
this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

/.. 3 iy -

Stébher}fBrown

for and on behalf of:
Hayden Brown
Chartered Accountants
Grafton Buildings

34 Grafton Street
Dublin

D02 XY06

11 September 2023
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APPENDIX TO INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
GREEN FOUNDATION IRELAND COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE

Further information regarding the scope of our responsibilities as auditors

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (Ireland), we exercise professional judgement and
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:

e Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to
those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resuiting
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of
internal control.

e QObtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose
of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the company's internal control.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the directors.

e Conclude on the appropriateness of the directors' use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material
uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on
the company's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our Auditor's Report to the
related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate,
to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up
to the date of our Auditor's Report. However, future events or conditions may
cause the company to cease to continue as a going concern.

e Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned

scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

- 14 -
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2022

Unre- Re- Unre- Re-
stricted stricted Total stricted stricted Total
Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds
2022 2022 2022 2021 2021 2021

Income € € € € € €
Charitable activities

— grants (note 3) (Sch 1) 21,610 24,643 46,253 19,595 4,183 23,778
Other income (note 3) (Sch 1) 1,220 - 1,220 965 = 965
Total income 22,830 24,643 47,473 20,560 4,183 24,743

Total Expenditure
Charitable activities {note 4) (Sch 2) (10,954) (24,643) (35,597) (12,151) (4,182) (16,333)

Net income for the
financial year 11,876 - 11,876 8,410 - 8,410

Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward at
beginning of year 22,003 - 22,003 13,593 - 13,593

Total funds carried forward at
end of year 33,879 - 33,879 22,003 - 22,003

All income and expenditure relate to continuing activities. The company has no recognised gains and
losses other than those included in the above surplus.

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors on
11 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

Lo, HDecutf piof =<l

Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan
Director Director

The notes on pages 18 to 21 form an integral part of these financial statements.

- 15 -
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 December 2022

2022 2021
ASSETS EMPLOYED € € € €
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors (note 6) 7,837 2,721
Cash at bank and in hand 37,430 25,738
45,267 28,459

CREDITORS (amounts falling due within

one year) (note 7) (11,388) (6,456)
NET CURRENT ASSETS 33,879 22,003
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 33,879 22,003
REPRESENTED BY
FUND BALANCE

Unrestricted funds (note 8) 33,879 22,003

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors on
11 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

sz M =D eemdt] /N%k Cf% %’“

Eileen McDermott artin Nolan
Director Director

The notes on pages 18 to 21 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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CASH FLOW STATEMENT
for the year ended 31 December 2022

2022 2021
€ €
Operating surplus 11,876 8,410
(Increase) in debtors (5,116) (1,732)
Increase in creditors 4,932 4,649
NET CASH INFLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 11,692 11,327
CASH FLOW STATEMENT
Increase in cash in the year 11,692 11,327
RECONCILIATION OF NET CASH FLOW TO
MOVEMENT IN NET FUNDS
Net funds at beginning of year 25,738 14,411
Increase in cash in the year 11,692 11,327

Net funds at end of year 37,430 25,738

The company has no borrowings and therefore a reconciliation of movement in net debt is not
necessary.

- 17 -
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2022

(a)

(b)

ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Basis of preparation

The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2022 have been prepared under
the Financial Reporting Standard 102 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of Recommended Practice (Charities SORP). The Company meets the definition of a Public
Benefit Entity under FRS 102.

Income and expenditure

Income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities only when the Charity is legally
entitled to the income, the amounts involved can be measured with sufficient reliability and
it is probable that the income will be received by the Charity. All income is recorded on a
gross basis. Where income has been received in advance, it is deferred until the conditions
(for recognising this income) are met. Where income has not yet been received, but all
criteria for recognition has been satisfied, the income is accrued as a debtor in the balance
sheet. The value of volunteer time is not included in these financial statements.

Green Foundation Ireland operates certain events in collaboration with Green European

Foundation (GEF). In these circumstances, GEF pays costs directly to service providers. Such
transactions do not form part of these financial statements.

EMPLOYEES

There was one part-time employee during the year.

2022 2021

Number Number

Administration 1 1
The staff costs comprise: € €
Salaries 11,968 10,800
Employers' PRSI 55 906
Employers' PRSI —refund from previous years - (1,900)
12,023 9,806

There was no directors' remuneration and there were no expense claims (subsistence,
travel, etc.) made by any director during the current or previous years.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2022 (Continued)

3. INCOME 2022 2021
€ € € €
Unrestricted:
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) 21,610 19,595
Other income:
Donations —general 701 965

Charities Donations Scheme — tax refunds 519 -

22,830 20,560
Restricted:
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) 10,535 2,813
Heinrich Boll Foundation 8,693 -
Green European Foundation (GEF) 5,415 1,370

24,643 4,183
TOTAL INCOME 47,473 24,743

4, EXPENDITURE 2022 2021
€ € € €

Charitable Activities — Events held:
Unrestricted:
Salaries and employers' PRSI 6,699 6,689
Administration for events 2,873 4,212
Governance costs — audit and legal 1,382 1,250

10,954 12,151
Restricted:
Events direct costs 19,319 1,065
Salaries and employers' PRSI 5,324 3,117

24,643 4,182

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 35,597 16,333
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2022 (Continued)

5. SURPLUS ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES BEFORE TAXATION 2022 2021

The surplus on ordinary activities before taxation
is stated after charging:

Auditors' remuneration:

Audit of financial statements 1,362 1,230
6. DEBTORS 2022 2021
€ €

Amounts falling due within one year
Prepayments and accrued income 7,837 2,721
7. CREDITORS (amounts falling due within 2022 2021
one year) € €
Accruals 11,077 1,230
PAYE / PRSI 311 326
Deferred income —grants - 4,900
11,388 6,456
8. RECONCILIATION OF MOVEMENT IN 2022 2021
UNRESTRICTED FUNDS € €
Funds at beginning of year 22,003 13,593
Surplus for the financial year 11,876 8,410

Funds at end of year 33,879 22,003

Unrestricted funds are represented by net current assets.

9. COMPANY STATUS

The company is limited by guarantee and does not have a share capital. Consequently the
liability of members is limited, subject to the undertaking by each member to contribute to
the net assets or liabilities of the company on winding-up such amounts as may be required
not exceeding €1.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
31 December 2022 (Continued)

10. EVENTS AFTER THE BALANCE SHEET DATE
There have been no significant events affecting the company since the year-end that would
require adjustment to or additional disclosure in the financial statements for the year ended

31 December 2022. The potential impact of the COVID pandemic has been discussed by the
directors in the Directors' Report on page 7.

11. APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors
on 11 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

Pews M ggunitt //,%;Z .
Eileen McDermott Martin Nolan *

Director Director
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 DECEMBER 2022

NOT COVERED BY THE REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
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SCHEDULES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 December 2022

2022 2021
€ €
SCHEDULE 1 - INCOME
Irish Environmental Network (IEN) — see grants analysis below 32,145 22,408
Heinrich B&ll Foundation 8,693 -
Green European Foundation (GEF) 5,415 1,370
Other income:
Donations — general 701 965
Charities Donations Scheme — tax refund 519 -
47,473 24,743
IEN Grants Analysis:
Core Funding 21,610 22,408
Citizens' Assembly 3,150 -
Sustainable Agriculture 3,000 =
Communications Advocacy 2,500 -
Biodiversity Week 1,200 -
Policy Submissions 685 -
32,145 22,408
2022 2021
€ €
SCHEDULE 2 - ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Events held 19,319 1,530
Salaries and employers' PRSI (net of ER PRSI refund re previous years) 12,023 9,806
Audit fees — governance cost 1,362 1,230
Accountancy and payroll 830 800
Website development 530 1,315
Insurance — directors 471 439
Insurance ~general 392 379
Computer maintenance and stationery supplies 365 244
Board members' training and seminars 220 344
Bank charges 53 53
Miscellaneous 12 23
Company legal and compliance — governance cost 20 20
Staff training and development = 150

35,597 16,333
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ANNUAL REPORT ON ACTIVITIES

RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 DECEMBER 2022

NOT COVERED BY THE REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
for the year ended 31 December2022

Green Foundation Ireland aims, through education, to inspire
the public to work towards a sustainable society for Ireland.

In 2022, we held ten extremely successful events — eight of which took place online, one was in-
person, and one was hybrid (in-person and online). These consisted of the following:

Climate-Smart Gardening
Building a Positive Narrative Around Farmers and the Environment
Weaving a Patchwork Quilt of Hope Around the Globe
Pine Martens in Ireland
Biodiversity Week:
— Why Pollinators Matter
— From Beluga Whales to Steller Sea Lions
— Virtual Bat Box Building
Farm Walk
Rethinking Demand: Reality and Opportunity
Do Healthy Earthworms = Healthy Soils?

As always at our events, including those held online, time was allowed to have discussion and
interaction between the attendees and the panel of speakers at all of these events which will no
doubt lead to important impacts for the wider community.

Details of all these events (including reports, videos and photographs where appropriate), as well as
our events held in previous years, are available on the Events Section of our website here.

In addition during 2022 we made a submission to the Citizen's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss,
which included a video by Colin Stafford-Johnson.

We also organised a visit from Jan Philipp Albrecht (the co-president of the Heinrich BSll Foundation
in Germany) and René BAll (son of Heinrich Boll) to Ireland, which took in the University of Limerick,
the Heinrich B6ll Cottage in Achill, Belfast, and Dublin. This resulted in the publication of a booklet
by GFI "Reconnecting with B&ll — An Irish Journey". We look forward to further collaboration with
the Heinrich Bdll Foundation in the future.

Our module on Soils and Soil Stewardship for Transition Year Students was distributed nationally
to all Transition Year Co-Ordinators in Secondary Schools and there was very good feedback from
the Co-Ordinators.

We also completed a consultation paper on the proposed new Leaving Certificate subject on Climate
Change to ensure that Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is included in this subject.

Education is key to empowering young people to make a difference in their world and education is
central to creating the changes needed for sustainable development to become a reality which has
the potential to benefit all of society.
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
for the year ended 31 December2022 (Continued)

GFI uses the Eco Eye series as a teaching and learning platform for ESD by indexing and in other
ways making individual programmes more accessible in short bites on our website.

GFI continues to communicate the already existing resources on the GFI website to a much wider
audience of both committed green activists and the interested wider public.

These resources can also be used by educators as part of their curriculum subject development in
second level and further education. The GFI website is also available to all students and we are
raising awareness of this at a national level.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of our Board and Management
Team, as well as to all our supporters, who have all contributed so much to our successful year on a
voluntary basis. We are looking forward to the challenges that the coming year will bring.
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CLIMATE-SMART GARDENING

7 MARCH 2022

Talk:

Climate-Smart Gardening

Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This talk gave practical tips on how to improve your soil fertility, make good compost and thus bring
the carbon back into the soil where it belongs. Few people realise that atmospheric carbon can be
brought into soils. We also explored some ways in how conventional food production causes climate
change — soy bean production equals rainforest destruction. There were also be tips on how to
improve the biodiversity in your garden.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER, FACILITATOR and MODERATOR

Klaus Laitenberger is the author of three gardening books:
Vegetables for the Irish Garden; Fruit and Vegetables for the
Polytunnel and Greenhouse; and A Vegetable Grower's
Handbook. He works as an Organic Inspector for the Organic
Trust Limited and as an consultant for a number of organic
market garden start-ups. Previously, he was the Head
Gardener at the Organic Centre in County Leitrim, and
restored the gardens of Lissadell House in County Sligo.
Together with his wife Joanna, they started a seed company,
Green Vegetable Seeds, specialising in the most suited vegetable varieties for the Irish climate as
well as the most resistant and delicious ones. He is contributor to various gardening magazines, for
example: The Irish Garden, Irish Examiner, GIY magazine and Clover. Klaus also works as an organic
advisor and runs gardening courses throughout the country.

You can find out more about Green Vegetable Seeds here.

Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, Donna Mullen, facilitated our event. Donna is an environ-
mentalist and works as an ecologist, drawing up nature trails and sustainability plans. Her work
involves spending many happy hours surveying buildings for bats, and she helped draw up the
guidelines on bat surveys for the Heritage Council (Traditional Farm Building Scheme). She is a
founder member of both Bat Conservation Ireland and the Irish Environmental Network, and has
also served on the board of the trish Wildlife Trust.

Claire Downey, who is a Director of Green Foundation Ireland and who moderated our event, is
Policy and Research Director at the Rediscovery Centre, Ballymun in Dublin. Claire worked magic
behind the scenes with live-streaming our talk (for the first time!) to those who could not attend by
Zoom.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

Klaus emphasised the importance of engaging with gardening and with nature, and not simply
engaging on a theoretical basis. He outlined to us the threats facing soils, and the current status of
soil health around the world.

He also detailed the importance of soil organic content and how to improve it, the benefits of
engaging with gardening, as well as several methods of having a climate-friendly garden. In
particular, he informed us how to make the best compost possible, how to create Benjes hedges,
and told us about Hiigelkultur.

Klaus also mentioned about the potential for soils to combat climate change via carbon
sequestration, and told us about some great plant species, such as Jerusalem Artichokes, which
sequester carbon effectively!

With over 130 people registering to attend and 63 people participating on the day, this extremely
popular talk was a wonderful opportunity for people interested in gardening and sustainable
horticulture to get first-hand advice and feedback from an expert in the field.

What was particularly encouraging was that 13 of these people had questions to ask, showing a high

level of audience engagement. People asked questions on a wide variety of topics, and Klaus gave
informative feedback to all.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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14 MARCH 2022

Talk:

Building a Positive Narrative Around Farmers
and the Environment

Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

There is widespread awareness of the environmental damage that can be caused by the wrong type
of farming; however there isn't much discussion of those that are doing a great job farming for
nature, about the positive stories, meaning we don't have many good role models.

Encouraging farmers to feel that they are part of the solution, not just the problem, is the first step
in a long journey which will require a lot of financial and technical support, new partnerships and
new visions.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Brigid Barry is the Project Manager for the Farming for Nature
project since June 2018. She works five mornings a week. Prior to
this initiative, she was the manager of the landscape charity
Burrenbeo Trust for 9 years, biodiversity officer for Clare County
Council and a project officer on numerous conservation projects
abroad for the previous 10 years.

Brigid comes from a suckler and tillage farm in County Cork. You
can listen here to a podcast on how she became involved in
conservation and the background to Farming for Nature.

You can find out more about Farming for Nature here.

ABOUT OUR TALK

Donna Mullen, Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, welcomed everyone to our talk and introduced
Brigid Barry. Brigid began by discussing Farming for Nature, an organisation that she set up, which
encourages, and provides resources to, farmers to foster biodiversity on their agricultural land, as
well as engage with water and soil stewardship. Events such as Ambassador Awards recognise the
effort and achievements of farmers for engaging with sustainable farming practices, such as
regenerative farming. She then mentioned how the engagement has grown year-on year, showing
great promise for the future.
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Brigid went on to detail the advantage of establishing a network of environmental ambassadors,
encouraging communication between farmers. Brigid has worked with farmers throughout Ireland
to develop accessible educational material for farmers. The focus has been on developing resources
by farmers for farmers. Podcasts have been developed in which farmers detail their own experience
with, and share their passion for, sustainable farming.

83 people registered to attend or expressed an interest in our talk, while 40 people participated on
the evening. Attendee engagement was high, with a number of varied questions asked, and Brigid
providing insight to all on how to get involved with Farming for Nature, and the feedback she has
received from the farmers involved.

This talk was a really good opportunity for people interested in the relationship between farmers
and environmental stewardship to learn about resources and events that explore that relationship.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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WEAVING A PATCHWORK QUILT OF HOPE AROUND THE GLOBE

21 MARCH 2022

Talk:

Weaving a Patchwork Quilt of Hope
Around the Globe

Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

Our talk explored how each of us needs to start at home if we have any land under our care, restore
its true nature and grow our own healthy, chemical-free food.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Mary Reynolds is the founder of We Are The Ark. She designs
gardens that marry the needs and wishes of the land’s guardian with
the needs and wishes of the land itself. With her roots in natural
gardening theory, Mary seeks to create spaces that are healing,
truthful and magical.

She has designed gardens internationally, including a commission for
a wild garden at Kew Royal Botanical Gardens in London. Mary’s
journey from rank outsider to winner of a gold medal at the
prestigious Chelsea Flower Show (the youngest woman to do so) has
been the inspiration of the film Dare to be Wild (2015).

As well as occasional stints of garden television presenting for RTE
and BBC, Mary has written a comprehensive and ground-breaking
book The Garden Awakening — Designs to Nurture Our Land and =
Ourselves (Green Books, 2016). Her new approach to garden design is a practical treasure map that
leads gardeners into a gentle and healing relationship with the land. This book is a step-by-step
instruction manual, drawing on ancient methods of working with the land and using them to invite
the power and energy of nature back into your life and surround your house and life in its life giving
healing embrace.

However, one day Mary was sitting at her desk looking out over her garden when she saw a fox run
past and We Are The Ark was born.

You can find out more about We Are The Ark here.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

Donna Mullen, Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, welcomed everyone to our talk and introduced
Mary Reynolds. Mary began her talk by discussing the importance of wild spaces existing for
animals to live. She detailed how current commercial and gardening practices, such as forestry and
farming in Ireland are inhospitable to wild animals.

She emphasised the importance of native plants, which have developed complex co-evolved
relationships with native animals, and discussed how fashionable gardening, which seeks to display
extravagant non-native plant species, is not beneficial to wildlife. Similarly, she discussed how
certain plant species considered pollinator-friendly are not truly of benefit to our native pollinators,
and that tidy gardens are not conducive to biodiversity.

To assist wildlife and to provide sanctuaries for biodiversity, Mary's solution was to establish an ARK
(Act of Restorative Kindness) space, which is a natural space that is un-maintained, and filled with
native plants, allowing a safe zone for native biodiversity to flourish. Mary demonstrated several
practical tips, such as replacing white lighting, which can impact the life cycles of nocturnal animals,
with red lighting, which causes less disturbance, and provided several helpful tips for establishing
your own Ark.

Eharmonystore77

58 people registered to attend or expressed an interest in our talk, while 35 people participated on
the evening. Attendees were very engaged, with over 10 minutes of questions being asked, and
reception was very positive.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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PINE MARTENS IN IRELAND

9 APRIL 2022

Talk:

Pine Martens in Ireland

Held in Moynalty Steam Threshing Museum
GFl Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This talk looked at protecting pine martens in Ireland —and your hens !

Once common throughout the country, by the 20th century pine martens had become extinct from
the majority of Ireland, surviving only in a few isolated and fragmented populations mainly in the
west. Recent abundance estimates suggest that the total population of pine martens in Ireland is
approximately 2,700 individuals, making it Ireland’s rarest native mammal species.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Ruth Hanniffy is the Species Conservation
Officer at the Vincent Wildlife Trust Ireland. She
studied Zoology at the National University of
Ireland Galway, undertaking a dietary analysis of
the lesser horseshoe bats at Dromore Stables in
County Clare. She then completed a Masters in
Wildlife Management and Conservation at the
University of Reading, carrying out analysis of
the density and habitat preference of small
mammals on Paxton Pits Nature Reserve in
Cambridgeshire. Following this she joined the
Environment Agency for eight years as a
Biodiversity Officer working on river enhance-
ment and restoration on the River Thames and its Tributaries.

Upon returning to Ireland Ruth worked with Inland Fisheries Ireland as a fisheries assistant carrying
out National Water Framework Directive fish surveys of lakes and rivers throughout Ireland. Ruth is
a wildlife and landscape photographer.

You can find out more about the Vincent Wildlife Trust Ireland here.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

The talk took place in-person at the Moynalty Steam Threshing Museum in Moynalty, Kells, County
Meath, with a slideshow presentation, as well as demonstration of pine marten boxes that can be
used to provide shelter for them. Ruth began by explaining the conservation status of pine martens
in ireland, including their distribution throughout the country. She also detailed some interesting
studies used to examine the behavior and life cycles of these animals in the wild.

Ruth told us about the conflicts that can arise between homeowners and pine martens, and how
these conflicts can be managed, as well as the negative media coverage regarding pine martens.

She explained the role of Vincent Wildlife Trust in working with these threatened animals, and in
engaging with negative media perception.

Approximately 20 people attended our first in-person indoor event since COVID. There was a high
level of audience engagement during questions, and a varied audience, consisting of both people
familiar and unfamiliar with pine martens and animal conservation in general.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Why Pollinators Matter

17 MAY 2022

Biodiversity Week:

Why Pollinators Matter

Held Online by Zoom

GFi Co-Ordinator: Martin Nolan

ABOUT OUR PHOTO

The lovely photo of a bee in a sunflower was taken by Martin Nolan, Director of Green Foundation
{reland, and was commented on by our speaker as a wonderful example of a plant for pollination.

THEME

Plants feed almost every other life form.

During our talk, special attention was given to insect pollinators, but also to other means of
pollination.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Mary Montaut, of the Federation of Irish Beekeepers'
Associations, was born in England, spent her teens in
Australia, went to Cambridge to study English Literature and
came to Ireland in 1980.

Until recently the Editor of The Irish Beekeeper (An
Beachaire), she has been keeping bees in Bray, County
Wicklow, for about twenty-five years and her interest in
honey bees has gradually extended to include all sorts of
pollinators.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2022
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

Claire Downey welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Mary Montaut from the Federation
of irish Beekeepers' Association, who opened her wonderful talk by explaining that "pollinators
matter" because plants cannot move. They are rooted in one spot. Plants rely on pollinators to carry
and spread their pollen (or sexual material), and also depend on pollinators to carry and spread
their gene pool. Mary recommended the recent book by the English botanist, Timothy Walker
Pollination: The Enduring Relationship between Plant and Pollinator.

Mary said that the slogan "think global, act local" is a really good one to explain all the small iocal
things we can do to attract and help pollinators and the plants they pollinate. Mary quoted from The
Diversity of Life by the American scientist, E. O. Wilson: "Biodiversity is our most valuable but the
least appreciated resource".

From a biodiversity point-of-view a neatly mown lawn of grass with no daisies, buttercups or
dandelions is a desert. It won't attract pollinators.

She went on to mention that in 2020, Kew Gardens produced a stunning report The State of the
World's Plants and Fungi in which it is reckoned that two in every five plants all over the world are
threatened with extinction. One of the reasons this is happening is because of loss of habitat. This
loss of habitat in turn is caused by farming.

Agricultural land tends to be poor in biodiversity. If you have acres of monoculture, for example, of
oilseed rape, then biodiversity falls away and becomes extinct.

Mary continued by talking about the intimate nature of the relationship between pollinators and
plants, and the intelligence of plants. Pollination is complex and depends on interaction between
plant and animal life. In the intricate complex system of our world, pollination allows lots of species
to co-exist. Insects are attracted by the scent from a plant or the nectar not the pollen but they carry
and spread the pollen.

There are essentially four types of pollinators:

e Animals — small animals carry and spread seeds and pollen as they move around.

e Water — some plants live in and pollinate under water, while others, like water lilies, come
to the surface of water to blossom and attract pollinators.

e Wind — the wind will carry and spread pollen, but the wind is hard on plants.

e |nsects.

Mary agrees with the American expert on moss who said she believes in photosynthesis, a plant's
ability to use sunlight to produce its own nutrition, sugars and carbohydrates.

In his book on pollinators, Timothy Walker gives a 'job description’ for a pollinator:

e It must be a safe and timely transporter of pollen — wind and water are not timely.

e The pollinator (or its offspring) should return annually — wind and water less reliable in this
respect.

e |t should share a habitat with the plant that it is pollinating.

e It shouldn't be too specific about the plants that it wants to pollinate.

e Pollinators must be sufficiently numerous, have sufficient physical fitness and be of a
suitable size to keep biodiversity evolving.
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Although rising temperatures bring out insects, bumblebees are not coping well with global
warming, while other insects are.

There is a mutual dependency between animals and plants. All sorts of creatures are good
pollinators. Some have no interest in the pollen, but are attracted by the nectar. Mary then showed
us pictures of animals and insects acting as pollinators, including:

e Hoverflies on Ceanothus.

e Ragworth. Attracts pollinators and is not as invasive as we think because it dies out.
e A solitary bee and inula.

e Lapidarius on Thistle. We really need wildflowers. Let insects feed on wild flowers.
e Pascuorum bee (ginger bee) on Eccremocarpus, a tubular flower.

e Honey bee on wild marjoram.

¢ Edgeworthia and a honey bee.

e The great green wall of Africa. 21 African countries working together to force back

desertification and allow regeneration. Loss of habitat caused by overgrazing. Mere stumps
of vegetation were left alone to regenerate, just leave them. Look up the great green wall of
Africa it is a great example of regeneration.

e Local hedgerows superb illustration of biodiversity. Charles Darwin referred to "this tangled
bank".

e Dandelions are brilliant.

e Anything that you like the smell of will attract pollinators for example Daphne has a strong

scent.

Wasps do a great job of eating up pests like greenfly.

Honey possum on banksia.

Drakensberg crag lizard on the nectar of a plant.

The black and white lemur on a traveller's palm is the world's largest pollinator; it forces

open the flowers to drink the nectar and the pollen covers its nose.

Waffle bird feeding on Grevillia.

Silvereye.

Rambon lori Keet on Banksia.

Butterfly on Edgeworthia (which is named after the Irish family!).

Finally, Mary recommended The Forgotten Pollinators by Stephen Buchmann and Gary Paul Nabhan
as a wonderful read on the topic.

Claire then ended with thanking Mary for her extremely engaging and interesting talk. With over 30
people attending out of the 51 who registered online, there were many interesting questions in our
usual Q&A session.

Anyone lucky enough to have the opportunity to attend one of Mary's talks comes away inspired by

her knowledge and enthusiasm and the way she makes seemingly complicated botanic science so
easy to understand.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
From Beluga Whales to Steller Sea Lions

19 MAY 2022

Biodiversity Week:

From Beluga Whales to Steller Sea Lions
Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

Photo: Courtesy of the White Whale Programme

THEME

Life in the far north is challenging for human and beast. It also creates unique challenges for those
who choose to study wildlife in these regions. But it is worth the effort.

Greg O'Corry-Crowe and his team have been fortunate enough to spend the last 3 decades working
in the Arctic and North Pacific Ocean on marine mammals, much of which has been conducted in
partnership with indigenous peoples from the Russian Far East to Alaska and Canada. From remote
field camps to genetic labs they’ve tried to unlock many of the mysteries of these incredible animals
and their environments. This work must now quicken its pace if we are to understand how polar and
sub-polar ecosystems are to adapt to a rapidly changing world.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Greg O'Corry-Crowe is currently Professor at the Harbor Branch &
Oceanographic Institute in Florida Atlantic University. 1 l

Much of his childhood was spent in the countryside of Kilkenny, wandering
the fields and woods looking for foxes and birds, learning the sights and
sounds of nature and pondering important questions like "why do cuckoos
spit?". Somehow he made it to University to study Zoology and conduct
graduate research on badgers when the badgers and bovine TB issue was
emerging in lreland. He was then fortunate to get a chance to go to Alaska
after his studies. That trip shaped the course of Greg's career, not just
because of the incredible wildlife and epic scenery but also because of the
surprisingly familiar story and view on life of the indigenous people.

For over 25 years Greg and his team have conducted studies on beluga whales, Steller sea lions,
polar bears, bottlenose dolphins and ice seals, many in partnership with these northern
communities. They have found a way to harness the promise of genetics and genomics and the
access and detail satellite telemetry can provide with the uniquely powerful perspectives and
insights indigenous knowledge gives, to build a clear understanding of the natural world as well as a
deeper sense of our place in it.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

Donna Mullen, Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, began our event by welcoming everyone and
introducing Greg O'Corry-Crowe who is currently Professor at the Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute in Florida Atlantic University.

Many issues face animals in the Arctic, including climate change and environmental degradation. For
much of his research, Greg works with indigenous cultures to study species resilience, and to map
endangered species recovery. He also looks at the sustainable use of maritime resources, working
on education and policy change.

One of his projects involves Steller sea lions, which he studies on the Aleutian Islands. These volcanic
islands are home to the Unangan people, who are a sophisticated hunter-gatherer tribe.

Greg has undertaken DNA analysis and discovered that the sea lion population, which was
considered one genetic group, is actually two genetic groupings. This explains their different diet
and different species ranges.

Greg showed us footage of some terrifyingly large sea lions, with enormous teeth, which himself and
his team had to tag. If this wasn't frightening enough, the team have to climb high, slippery shards
of rocks, to put remote cameras on the sea lion rookeries, to monitor populations.

One of his team, Katie Sweeney, is asking for help from citizen scientists throughout the world to
look at the camera footage and identify individual sea lions. If you can help, please contact Steller
Watch here.

Greg's other work involves beluga whales, and he has been tracking their migration, which is around
6,000 km yearly. The migration is along the same route, year after year, and Greg is interested in
knowing if the beluga whales have their own culture, and how they learn this route. He is also
looking at behavioural shifts in groups, seeing if they alter their behaviour quickly, and how this
effects their resilience.

Finally, Greg spoke about the social organisation of beluga whales — do they group together with
family or friends? This involved taking skin biopsies and placing satellite tags on these enormous
animals in choppy seas. It seems that whales are just like ourselves — hanging out with the best of
their families and a big group of friends.

Almost 30 people registered or expressed an interest in our event, out of which 22 attended on the
evening, and a lively Q&A session followed Greg's most interesting talk.

Donna then ended with thanking Greg for an absolutely fascinating insight into life in the extreme
wilderness of Alaska.

You can access our video of the talk here.

This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2022

organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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BIODIVERSITY WEEK:
Virtual Bat Box Building

22 MAY 2022

Biodiversity Week:

Virtual Bat Box Building

Held in St. Finbarr's Boys National School, Cabra
GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

This workshop was not on Zoom, as it was a hands-on, practical event, which initially planned to be
carried out in individual homes under COVID guidelines. However, Connecting Cabra decided, in
conjunction with Cabra Men's Shed, to ask one of their local schools, St. Finbarr's Boys National
School, if they would be interested in helping to build the bat boxes.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Donna Mullen gave the original talk on bats to some members of
Connecting Cabra, a group that is seeking to engage and empower as
many people as possible to build a low-carbon, sustainable community
in Cabra, Dublin 7.

Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, Donna is an environmentalist and
works as an ecologist, drawing up nature trails and sustainability plans.
Her work involves spending many happy hours surveying buildings for
bats, and she helped draw up the guidelines on bat surveys for the
Heritage Council (Traditional Farm Building Scheme). She is a founder
member of both Bat Conservation Ireland and the Irish Environmental
Network, and has also served on the board of the Irish Wildlife Trust.

ABOUT OUR WORKSHOP

Some members of Connecting Cabra, a group that is seeking to engage and empower as many
people as possible to build a low-carbon, sustainable community in Cabra, Dublin 7, had already
attended a talk about bats and these people were supplied with bat box kits to make up before 22
May 2022. Although it was originally planned to make these in their homes, Connecting Cabra
decided, in conjunction with Cabra Men's Shed, to ask one of their local schools, St. Finbarr's Boys
National School, if they would be interested in helping to build the bat boxes.

A huge thank you is due to the Principal Maeve Daly, and to the boys who carried out this task
under the supervision of their teacher.
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This event was part of the National Biodiversity Week 2022
organised by Irish Environmental Network.
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FARM WALK 2022

11 SEPTEMBER 2022

Event:

Farm Walk 2022

Held at Golashane Nature Reserve
GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

THEME

This farm walk at Golashane Nature Reserve near Kells in County Meath was hosted by GFl's
Chair, Donna Mullen.

Farming for Nature, which was established in 2018, is an independent, not-for-profit initiative which
aims to support high nature value farming in Ireland.

These farm walks are an opportunity for the Farming For Nature farmers to showcase their
contribution to nature and good farming practices on their land.

ABOUT OUR FARM WALK

The weather was terrible, with howling winds and rain, yet several intrepid visitors made it to the
walk, complete with wellies and raingear. We started with tea and cakes while we discussed each
visitor's plans for enhancing nature in their own areas. Then we went out to look at the habitat
enhancement measures on the farm.

The farm buildings are being restored under the Heritage Council's Traditional Farm Building
Scheme, and as part of that Scheme, measures for bats are being incorporated into the buildings,
including a stone bat box, which is built into the wall. We looked at the large barn which has special
rafters in place for hibernating bats, then we walked through the forest, discussing the effects of ash
dieback, and looking at the bat house.
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Next we moved on to pine martens, and looked at the pine marten box. As we walked through the
farm we looked at the barn owl boxes (currently being used by kestrels), the hedgerow and the
biomass willow. There was much interest in the use of willow for biodiversity.

We also discussed the importance of ponds. We have three ponds currently and have plans to add a
fourth this year.

We also looked at the orchard and fruit area, which is fenced for birds and now has attracted jays to
the farm.

The afternoon ended with more tea and cakes, and will be followed up by a day in December when
some of the participants will come back to take cuttings of plants for use in their own biodiversity
projects.

Green Foundation Ireland wishes to acknowledge with thanks that this event has been
made possible with the support of The Heritage Council's Traditional Farm Buildings Scheme,
and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

You can see photos of our walk here.
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RETHINKING DEMAND: Reality and Opportunity

. 26 OCTOBER 2022
g D"b% Hybrid Conference:
S’o : 4 Rethinking Demand: Reality and Opportunity
Held in-person: The Mansion House, Dublin
Held online by Zoom
¥ ¥ GF1 Co-Ordinator: Tommy Simpson
BACKGROUND

Green European Foundation, with the support of Green Foundation Ireland and Green House Think
Tank, organised a hybrid conference 'Rethinking Demand: Reality and Opportunity' in the Oak
Room of Dublin's Mansion House on 26 October 2022. At this event, a paper Rethinking Energy
Demand, which was published by Green House Think Tank in the UK and written by Peter Sims,
Nadine Storey and Jonathan Essex, was launched and discussed.

Sien Hasker provided the guidance and support on behalf of Green European Foundation.

Tommy Simpson was Green Foundation Ireland's Co-Ordinator for this project, Davie Philip of
Cultivate was the Facilitator, and Ann O'Conarain was the Administrator. The event was organised
and recorded by John Gormley.

ABOUT OUR HYBRID CONFERENCE

Darcy Lonergan, the Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin, welcomed all participants to the Mansion House
including those who were participating by Zoom. She was followed by Nuala Ahern, former Chair of
the Green Foundation Ireland (GFl), who thanked the organisers and sponsors of the event.

Davie Philip explained to the audience of around 50 people in-person and 70 online how the day
would proceed. He assured the audience that, not only would they get to hear the expert speakers,
but there would be adequate opportunity to participate and ask questions.

He then invited Sien Hasker to speak from Brussels. Sien outlined the work of Green European
Foundation (GEF) and how they had worked previously with Green House Think Tank and with GFI.
She regretted that she could not be there in person and wished all the participants a successful day.

Davie then asked Jonathan Essex and Peter Sims of Green House Think Tank to present their paper
which was available to audience members in hard copy.

Jonathan and Peter gave a PowerPoint presentation on the big screen in the Oak Room of the
Mansion House.

They described the project methodology and how the focus was on direct energy demand not wider
resource use. They had conducted interviews with over 30 academics, thought leaders and green

politicians between June and September 2022, as well as two round table discussions.
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The key question they wanted to answer was: what do we mean by rethinking energy demand?
Their stated aim was to change the demand for energy services, not just how they are provided.

Societies now needed to make key choices, which could be summed up as follows:

e Carbon overshoot or reduce demand?
e Status quo or disruption?
e Redistribution or locked-in unfairness?

Because of this new emergency, it was now time for a new system of governance which would look
at new post growth objectives, ensure fairness and a bottom up approach.

They then went on to suggest a package of policies that would combine sticks and carrots, including
sector level and economy-wide programmes for a 'just transition' of supply.

They concluded their presentation by talking about the importance of narratives. Only by changing
the prevailing narrative can we change culture. The 'why' matters not just the 'what'.

We need to trust people with reality and complexity. We need to overcome the view that "other
people will do this as it will make us unpopular and does not win you votes". The whole message is
needed — not barriers in our mindset or being too scared to say the right thing.

There was then a number of responses to the paper.

Sadhbh O'Neill from the Centre of Climate and Society in Dublin City University highlighted the need
to focus on degrowth. She expressed disappointment that so few politicians in Dail Eireann (the Irish
Parliament) have ever spoken about the need for degrowth. She asked how can we repackage this
essential concept to make it less daunting for the public.

Orla Kelly, Assistant Professor at the Department of Social work and Social Justice in University
College Dublin, welcomed the report. She said the time for incremental change is past. It is about
structural change which is far more important than individual change. We are in this situation
because corporate interests have stalled any changes. She cited the newspaper, the Irish Farmers
Journal, as one example of this. Environmental needs and social needs are not oppositional. The
narrative needs to change.

At this point Davie took questions and points from the audience, both from those in-person and
online. Those who spoke did so from the podium. Peter and Jonathan then reasoned to the points
raised.

After a short networking break, Michael Smith of Village Magazine took over as chair of the session.

He introduced John Gibbons, the environmental journalist and campaigner. John stated that he
spent most of his time speaking to the unconverted unlike those at this seminar. As a
communicator, he tries to simplify the message. We have exceeded 6 of the 9 planetary boundaries
— which is the equivalent of multiple organ failure. The big question not answered in the report is
how to do we 'bell the climate cat'.
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Claire Downey from the Rediscovery Centre in Ballymun spoke about how recycling and the circular
economy can play an important role in reducing our carbon footprint. She illustrated her point by
talking about the mobile phone components that can be recycled. The main point is how do we
engage with citizens.

Davie Philip from Cultivate indicated that a community-led approach to regional resilience is needed
because it is clear we are going to have to live with the immediate problems of climate change. In
particular he focused on co-operatives.

Rosalind Skillen, an environmentalist and columnist with the Belfast Telegraph, talked about
shaping the narrative away from green austerity to real opportunity and a better quality of life. We
have a choice about dealing with the vested interests embedded in our political system.

All of the speakers then addressed questions from the audience and those online.

The gathering was addressed by Minister Ossian Smyth, who has overall responsibility for the
circular economy in the Irish government. He told us that moving towards a new model of the
economy was a 'cultural challenge'. He said gradually things are changing. GDP and consuming more
are not good measurements of quality of life and sustainability. In fact, measuring our prosperity by
how fast we consume finite resources is a 'stupid idea'.

More questions and points were taken from the audience and Sadhbh O'Neill summed up the main
points of the afternoon.

Finally, the conference organiser John Gormley thanked everybody, particularly GEF, for their
participation and support. He told everyone that he had addressed the first COP in Berlin in 1995 as
Lord Mayor of Dublin and had also attended the 2009 COP in Copenhagen as Minister for the
Environment. He said degrowth represented the only viable path to a solution.

You can access the videos of our hybrid conference here,

and see photos of our hybrid conference here.
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DO HEALTHY EARTHWORMS = HEALTHY SOILS ?

10 NOVEMBER 2022

Talk:

Do Healthy Earthworms = Healthy Soils ?
Held Online by Zoom

GFI Co-Ordinator: Donna Mullen

(o) T

Photo by: MARTIN NOLAN,
Director of Green Foundation Ireland

THEME

Earthworms are widely regarded as being beneficial to soils and are often used as indicators of soil
health. However, as Darwin first observed, sometimes you can dig up soil from two different parts of
the same field and, for no apparent reason, find completely different numbers of earthworms.

In this talk Mark Hodson discussed the various benefits that earthworms bring to soils but also some
of the reasons why we need to be cautious about how we interpret the presence of earthworms.

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Mark Hodson, who is Professor at the Department of
Environment and Geography in the University of York, has been
fascinated by bugs since an early age when he spent lots of time
collecting ladybirds and woodlice.

He got diverted by rocks and studied geology at university but
for the last thirty years or so has conducted research on a
variety of applied soil science topics such as combating the
effects of acid rain and decontaminating the soils at former
metal mines. Much of Mark's research involves earthworm
ecology and understanding how earthworm activity impacts on
soil processes.

ABOUT OUR FACILITATOR

Claire Downey, who is a Director of Green Foundation Ireland, is Policy and Research Director at
the Rediscovery Centre, in Ballymun, Dublin.
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ABOUT OUR TALK

Claire Downey welcomed everyone to our event and introduced Mark Hodson, who began his talk
by outlining the various benefits that earthworms bring to soils but giving reasons why we needed
to be cautious about how we interpret the presence of earthworms. He tackled his subject in a light
and accessible way that made it easy listening for the non-scientist, as well as covering the needs of
the number of soil research scientists who joined us for the talk.

Mark opened the session by reminding us that Darwin in 1881 eulogised earthworms saying “it may
be doubted if there are any other animals which have played such an import part in our world”, Mark
agreed with Darwin's views saying that, for example, earthworms decompose organic matter, allow
soils to drain and oxygenate, and prevent soil erosion.

Earthworms are widely regarded as being beneficial to soils and are often used as indicators of soil
health. This then leads us to consider what is a healthy soil? Do healthy soils always contain
earthworms and is a soil that contains earthworms healthy?

We were then given some examples of where earthworms were actually found in toxic soils, where
they can modify their DNA to tolerate toxic metals and therefore thrive in these unhealthy soils
contaminated by arsenic as well as by metals such as lead and zinc. These earthworms have evolved
to tolerate certain toxins; however there is no convincing evidence that they are useful in
detoxifying contaminated soils.

Mark went on to describe a major research project covering all parts of Great Britain, from
Aberdeen to the south of England and including Wales, which aimed to discover what is controlling
earthworm density. They did, in fact, find that density varied considerably even in the same field but
found no simple relationship between abundance and chemical or physical properties.

"As Darwin first observed, sometimes you can dig up soil from two different parts of the same field
and, for no apparent reason, find completely different numbers of earthworms."

They substantiated Darwin's observation and looked for factors that controlled density such as
wetness, coldness, pH, soil moisture, and nitrate preference.

They confirmed that climate related factors, soil density and nitrates all affect earthworm density, as
does wetness, coldness, pH and soil moisture. Earthworms are essentially aquatic, so moisture levels
in soils are essential for any density. They can endure slurry provided it is not too dry — the
immediate impact is to reduce density but as slurry breaks down density increases again.

They also confirmed that it was not always the least managed fields that were the most dense.
Teasing out the variables leading to abundance is complex. They can conclude that abundance is
greatest in pasture — forest soils are less abundant as are hedgerow soils. So pasture sward has good
density but there is no difference in density from different vegetation cover. They arrived at no
conclusive evidence for density. Worms thrive on organic matter such as cowpats, but there is not a
clear and obvious relationship to abundance.

95 people registered or expressed an interest in our event, out of which almost 50 participated on
the evening, and a lively and interesting Q&A session followed Mark's fascinating talk, with some
really engaging questions being asked. They were mostly highly scientific, with soil research to the
fore —people obviously relished the opportunity to question Mark.
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One of the more intriguing questions for generalists was "are earthworms social animals and could
this explain density"? The conclusion was there is no evidence for sociability and density was more
likely due to other factors such as moisture and soil density.

For further study, an important resource recommended by Mark is Emma Sherlock's book Key to the
Earthworms of the UK and Ireland (Field Studies Council, 2018).

He also mentioned that a good source of information about earthworms can be found on the
website of the Earthworm Society of Britain, and that the earthworm citizens science project
Earthworm Watch (although data collection for this project is now closed) may be of interest.

Mark's talk was much appreciated by the audience from Ireland, the UK, other regions of Europe, as
well as from the USA and Tasmania in Australia. He was sincerely thanked by Claire for providing us
with such an wonderful insight into the world of earthworms.

You can access our video of the talk here.
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